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Abstract

Translating the Quran into English is the duty of specialists in the English language,
culture, and Islamic studies to convey the knowledge of the Quran and the guidance of
the Ahl al-Bayt (a) within this divine eternal miracle for truth seekers. Knowing and using
an appropriate translation to convey the pure knowledge of the Quran is essential.
Therefore, this research attempts a study and analysis of four famous English translations
of the Quran by George Sale, Pickthall, Arberry, and Qarai in a comparative manner -
focusing on style, vocabulary, grammar, and tafsir- to analyze the strengths and
weaknesses of each and help readers gain a deeper insight into choosing the desired
translation. This study reveals that in addition to weaknesses in style, word translation,
and phrases, Sale and Pickthall’s translations utilize an old prose style that does not seem
suitable for the Quranic text; Arberry’s translation suffers from weaknesses in
grammatical structure, vocabulary, and conveying meanings. Compared to the three
mentioned translations, Qarai’s phrase-by-phrase translation stands out as the best
translation in terms of style, structure, vocabulary, accuracy, and attention to exegetical
points. Those interested in translating the Quran into foreign languages must be proficient
in both the source and target languages to accurately convey the sublime teachings of the
Quran.
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increase their folly and transgression: and they also thought, as ye thought, that God

would not raise any one to life (Sale, The Koran, 72: 6-7).
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Sale: which directeth unto the right institution: wherefore we believe therein, and we

will by no means associate any other with our Lord.

Arberry: guiding to rectitude, We believe in it and we will not associate with our

Lord anyone.

Pickthal: Which guides unto righteousness, so we believe in it and we ascribe no

partner unto our Lord.

Qarai: which guides to rectitude. Hence we have believed in it and we will never

ascribe any partner to our Lord.
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Sale: Verily your protector is God, and his apostle, and those who believe, who

observe the stated times of prayer, and give alms, and who bow down to worship.

Arberry: Your friend is only God, and His Messenger, and the believers who perform

the prayer and pay the alms, and bow them down.

Pickthal: Your guardian can be only Allah; and His messenger and those who believe,

who establish worship and pay the poor due, and bow down (in prayer).

Qarai: Your guardian is only Allah, His Apostle, and the faithful who maintain the

prayer and give the zakat while bowing down.
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“Say: Lo! I control not hurt nor benefit for you. Say: Lo! none can protect me from

Allah, nor can | find any refuge beside Him” (72:21- 22).
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And the places of worship are only for Allah, so pray not unto anyone along with
Allah (72: 18).
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Say (O Muhammad, unto the disbelievers): | know not whether that which ye are

promised is nigh, or if my Lord hath set a distant term for it (72: 25).
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Sale: Yet the foolish among us hath spoken that which is extremely false of God.
Arberry: The fool among us spoke against God outrage.

Pickthal: And that the foolish one among us used to speak concerning Allah an
atrocious lie.

Qarai: Indeed the foolish ones among us used to utter atrocious lies concerning Allah.
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Sale: O true believers, when ye prepare yourselves to pray, wash your faces, and your

hands unto the elbows; and rub your heads, and your feet unto the ankles.
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Arberry: O believers, when you stand up to pray, wash your faces, and your hands

up to the elbows, and wipe your heads, and your feet up to the ankles.

Pickthall: O ye who believe! When ye rise up for prayer, wash your faces, and your

hands up to the elbows, and lightly rub your heads and (wash) your feet up to the ankles.

Qarai: O you who have faith! When you stand up for prayer, wash your faces and

your hands up to the elbows, and wipe a part of your heads and your feet, up to the ankles.
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Sale: which directeth unto the right institution: wherefore we believe therein, and we

will by no means associate any other with our Lord

Arberry: guiding to rectitude, We believe in it and we will not associate with our

Lord anyone.

Pickthal: Which guides unto righteousness, so we believe in it and we ascribe no

partner unto our Lord.

Qarai: which guides to rectitude. Hence we have believed in it and we will never
ascribe any partner to our Lord.
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Sale: Verily your protector is God, and his apostle, and those who believe, who

observe the stated times of prayer, and give alms, and who bow down to worship.

Arberry: Your friend is only God, and His Messenger, and the believers who perform

the prayer and pay the alms, and bow them down.

Pickthal: Your guardian can be only Allah; and His messenger and those who believe,

who establish worship and pay the poor due, and bow down (in prayer).

Qarai: Your guardian is only Allah, His Apostle, and the faithful who maintain the
prayer and give the zakat while bowing down.
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Sale: O true believers, when ye prepare yourselves to pray, wash your faces, and your

hands unto the elbows; and rub your heads, and your feet unto the ankles.

Arberry: O believers, when you stand up to pray, wash your faces, and your hands
up to the elbows, and wipe your heads, and your feet up to the ankles.

Pickthall: O ye who believe! When ye rise up for prayer, wash your faces, and your
hands up to the elbows, and lightly rub your heads and (wash) your feet up to the ankles.

Qarai: O you who have faith! When you stand up for prayer, wash your faces and

your hands up to the elbows, and wipe a part of your heads and your feet, up to the ankles.
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