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Statement of the Problem: Volition (Will) constitutes a paramount

Quranic concept pertinent to social transformation, intertwining individual
and collective dimensions while elucidating the human-divine relationship
within the framework of freedom and responsibility. Amidst contemporary
challenges such as poverty, corruption, and identity crises, there is an
imperative need for a Quranic paradigm that delineates the orientation of
the human will toward social reform and sustainable development.

Objective: This research aims to elucidate the role of individual and

collective will in actualizing good governance and resolving social
tribulations, predicated on ic teachings and the perspectives of
contenéporax_y Islamic_scholars. Furthermore, it seeks to propose a
metho olotgﬁcal vision for operationalizing the concept of the “governance
of will” within the socio-political sphere.

Methodology: The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology

with a qualitative approach, utilizing inductive reasoning and thematic
exegesis of Quranic verses associated with the concepts of resolve,
endeavor mlmah?, and intention (Qasd). The textual analysis is
conducted based on linguistic and rhetorical semantics, drawing upon the
insights of prominent Muslim exegetes and philosophers—such as Saﬁyld
Qutb, Allamah Tabatabai, Abdolkarim Soroush, and Mohammed Abed al-
Jabri—to construct a comprehensive framework regarding the Quranic
concept of will.

Results: The findings indicate that the concept of will in the Holy Quran

constitutes an integrated value system encompassing resolve, reliance on
God (Tawakkul), patience (Sabr), and collective action. Within this syst
Divine Will interacts with human free will under the aegis of mo
responsibility. Moreover, the study demonstrates that fortifying faith and
spirituality bolsters both individual and collective will. The application of the
principles of the governance of will significantly mitigates socio-economic
1ssues such as poverty, systemic corruption, and social fragmentation by
institutionalizing the values of cooperation, unity, and justice.

Conclusions: The research concludes that the “governance of will” serves
as an_efficacious Quranic framework for social reform. Through this
paradi; a conscious collective will can be cultivated, capable of
spearh g&opietal transformations and elevating the standards of good
governance. Ultimately, this stud%/ posits a cont_em}})loraly scholarly model
of the Islamic comprehension of volition, which holds the potential for
further development in empirical studies and comparative analyses with
modern change management theories
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1. Introduction

Volition (Will) occupies a pivotal position in the Holy Quran and Quranic
sciences, articulated through various terminologies such as resolve, endeavor,
and intention , each highlighting a specific dimension of human volition.
“Resolve” (Azm) refers to a firm decision, as illustrated in the divine verse:
“And when you have decided, then rely upon Allah” (Al Imran: 159). As Al-
Raghib al-Isfahani elucidates, it signifies “tying the heart to the execution of
an action” (Al-Isfahani, 1992, p. 569). Conversely, “Endeavor” (Himmah)
denotes a potent will and an intense inclination toward a goal, exemplified in
the verse: “And she certainly determined [to seduce] him, and he would have
inclined to her...” (Yusuf: 24) (Tabatabai, 1997, Vol. 11, p. 153). Meanwhile,
“Intention” (Qasd) pertains to purpose and objective, as stated: “And upon
Allah is the direction of the [right] way” (An-Nahl: 9) (Makarem Shirazi,
1995, Vol. 11, p. 234).

The “Governance of Will” is conceptualized as the practice of regulating
desires and directing actions toward individual and social perfection. Sayyid
Qutb addressed this concept as the core of human responsibility in building
civilization (Qutb, 1992, Vol. 1, pp. 57-58). From the Quranic perspective,
social transformation is intrinsically linked to the collective will of the people,
as declared: “Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they
change what is in themselves” (Ar-Ra’d: 11) (Tabatabai, 1997, Vol. 11, p.
372).

This concept has been further expanded in modern Islamic thought.
Mohammed Abed al-Jabri connected volition with practical reason and social
ethics (Al-Jabri, 2001, pp. 143-145), while Morteza Motahari emphasized its
correlation with individual and collective destiny (Motahari, 2006, pp. 78-82).
Furthermore, Abdolkarim Soroush discussed the relationship between human
will and Divine Will, positing that human freedom is actualized within the
framework of God’s will (Soroush, 1995, pp. 210-215). This analysis is
closely tied to the concept of free choice (lkhtiyar), as the Quran expresses
human freedom: “So whoever wills - let him believe; and whoever wills - let
him disbelieve” (Al-Kahf: 29) (Makarem Shirazi, 1995, Vol. 12, p. 427).

Contemporary studies delve deeper into the impact of faith and spirituality
on fortifying the will, reflecting the verse: “If you support Allah, He will
support you and plant firmly your feet” (Muhammad: 7) (Fadlallah, 1999, Vol.
22, pp. 89-90). In this vein, Taha Jabir Al-Alwani argues that collective faith
strengthens social will (Al-Alwani, 1995, pp. 123-125). Consequently, this
research aims to analyze the role of individual and collective will in
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actualizing good governance and resolving social challenges from a Quranic
perspective and contemporary Islamic thought, utilizing a descriptive-
analytical methodology based on authoritative exegetical and intellectual
sources (Abdollahi, 2024).

2. Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology with a
qualitative approach to investigate the concept of will in the Holy Quran and
its role in addressing contemporary social challenges. Data was collected
through library-based research, reviewing authoritative Quranic and
exegetical sources, alongside the pertinent works of contemporary Islamic
thinkers regarding volition and good governance.

For the analysis of Quranic verses, the method of logical induction and
thematic exegesis (7afsir Mawdu i) was utilized, focusing on comprehending
Quranic meanings within their holistic context and in alignment with the
research subject. This encompassed examining the semantic nuances of
keywords such as Azm (resolve), Himmah (endeavor), and Qasd (intention),
and analyzing the content of verses related to will from an integrative
perspective that combines linguistic, rational, and rhetorical understandings.
Additionally, the insights of contemporary Muslim exegetes and scholars were
incorporated to broaden the scope of comprehension and achieve a balanced,
profound vision of the concept of will in the Holy Quran. Through this
approach, the research ensures analytical precision and credibility in
interpreting the role of will in governance and the resolution of social
challenges according to Quranic teachings (Abdollahi, 2023).

3. Results

This research explores the role of individual and collective will according
to Quranic teachings, highlighting its significance as a fundamental catalyst
for generating positive and effective social change. The study transcends mere
conceptual exposition, providing a profound analysis of the cognitive,
behavioral, and social dimensions of will, and delineating how it can be
harnessed to forge a cohesive resolve capable of driving sustainable social
reform.

First, the analysis reveals that the concept of will in the Holy Quran
comprises an integrated value system and mechanisms that bolster resolve,
endeavor, and intention. These terms articulate human volition in directing
actions and desires within the framework of moral responsibility and religious
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commitment. This elevates the will beyond a mere decision or fleeting desire;
rather, it is a comprehensive process demanding a decisive resolution followed
by conscious reliance on God (Tawakkul).

Second, a dynamic relationship between Divine Will and human will was
uncovered. The governance of will is understood as a harmonious interaction
between God’s decree and human free will within a specific cosmic order. This
establishes a balanced understanding of the role of the individual and society
in enacting social change and reconstructing values.

Third, the research identified Quranic strategies for strengthening the will,
such as self-purification (7azkiyah), self-building, contemplation, and
collective action. It provided a holistic interpretation of how these strategies
operate synergistically across psychological, social, and spiritual dimensions,
ensuring the practical implementation of governance concepts in reality.

Fourth, the study elucidated the application of these Quranic strategies
and their efficacy in confronting contemporary challenges—such as poverty,
systemic corruption, identity crises, and environmental tribulations—through
a comprehensive vision that synergizes individual and collective efforts within
the framework of Islamic values.

Fifth, the findings underscored the necessity of cultivating a robust and
harmonious collective will across all societal strata. Within the paradigm of
Quranic governance, leadership and the masses must coalesce to form a
proactive force capable of mitigating social, political, and psychological
adversities.

In conclusion, the research affirms that the “governance of will”
constitutes a pragmatic, scientific, and applicable model for societal
administration and the realization of good governance. By regulating desires
and actions through a Quranic value system, it serves as an efficacious
framework for operationalizing reform and sustainable development in
Islamic societies. Furthermore, this study paves the way for future empirical
research and comparative analyses interfacing this model with modern

paradigms of social and political thought.
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