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Eroces_s, plays a crucial role in developing human potential, directing

ehavior, and fostering the growth of human Eersonahty. The Holy
Qur’an, as a comprehensive program for human development,
employs various behavioral educational methods, particularly in the
verses related to legal rulings (Ayat al Ahkam).

Methodology: This study aims to identify and explain these

behavioral educational methods for two main purposes: first, to
improve the rigid and less engaging aé)proache;s commonly found in
traditional jurisprudential texts used by religious preachers and
educators; and second, to present practical and %pli)eallng educational
methods that can be effectively applied in the fields of teaching and
moral training.

Objective: The research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach

alonﬁside the thematic interrogative method of Qur’anic exegesis
based on the methodology proposed by Muhammad Bagqir al Sadr.
In this approach, behavioral educational methods were first extracted
from educational sciences and subseguently examined in relation to
the verses of legal rulings in the Qur’an.

Results: The findings indicate that the most significant behavioral

educational methods include: enjoining good and forbidding wrong
as a means of correcting the moral development of individuals;
adaﬁtlng the educational al;))iproach according to the circumstances of
each learner; reducing obligations in accordance with individual
capacities and  abilities; confronting individuals with the
consequences of their actions in order to strengthen their sense of
responsibility; and applying punishment proportionate to the
wrongdoing™ as a just ‘and constructive educational strategy.
Considering the leGI‘Sl?’ of these methods and the Qur’an’s
attention to individual and social contexts, the study offers practical
insights that can contribute to improving educational practices at
both individual and societal levels
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Introduction

Education, as a purposeful and continuous process, plays an irreplaceable
role in blossoming human talents, guiding behavior, and elevating human
personality. The Quran, with its comprehensive teachings, provides an
appropriate foundation for human education. As the primary source of these
teachings, it is replete with injunctions that directly and indirectly address the
subject of education. The Verses of Rulings (Ayat al-Ahkam) articulate Islamic
legal rulings and divine obligations while simultaneously encompassing a
variety of educational methods.

Despite this rich potential, the presentation of religious rulings is
unfortunately often carried out in a rigid and unappealing manner. This not
only fails to create motivation for action but may also lead to alienation and
disregard for these teachings. In the realm of education as well, the need for
reviewing and adapting educational methods to the religious and cultural
values of society is consistently felt.

This article, focusing on the behavioral educational methods present in the
Ayat al-Ahkam, attempts to take a step toward addressing these shortcomings.
By examining and analyzing these methods, one can adopt a novel and
engaging approach to presenting religious rulings and utilize these techniques
in various educational domains. This research answers the following
questions: How are these methods elucidated in the Ayat al-Ahkam, and how
can they be utilized in the educational process?

Methodology

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and
interrogative thematic exegesis (7afsir Mawdu’i Istintagi). In this approach,
behavioral educational methods were extracted from the educational sciences
and subsequently examined and analyzed within the Ayat al-Ahkam.
Considering the diversity of methods and a profound understanding of
individual and social conditions, this study presents practical and effective
steps for the education of learners. The study and implementation of these
methods can contribute to the improvement of individual and social
educational quality.

Findings

The behavioral educational methods in the Ayat al-Ahkam offer means for
rectifying and elevating individual and social conduct. These methods include:
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1. Enjoining Good and Forbidding Wrong

The verses related to this method are divided into two sections: stating the
core obligation and stating its specific instances. By establishing cognitive
awareness, this method strengthens the inclination to perform good and
abandon wrong, leading to desirable behaviors. Examples include:

- A) Verses stating the core obligation: Direct expression, such as, “And let
there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that is] good...” (Aal-i-
Imran: 104). Indirect expression, such as, “You are the best nation produced
[as an example] for mankind. You enjoin what is right and forbid what is
wrong...” (Aal-i-Imran: 110).

- B) Verses stating specific instances: Direct expression, such as, “And
enjoin prayer upon your family [and people] and be steadfast therein...”
(Taha: 132). Indirect expression, such as, “[And they are] those who, if We
give them authority in the land... enjoin what is right and forbid what is
wrong...” (Al-Hajj: 41).

Commanding obligatory and recommended acts is considered “Enjoining
Good,” while forbidding prohibited and reprehensible acts constitutes
“Forbidding Wrong.” These verses provide an integrated educational
approach across cognitive, affective, and behavioral dimensions.

2. Changing the Situation

This method teaches individuals to alter their environment and seek refuge
in a safe setting when exposed to religious or worldly dangers. Verses 97to
1000f Surah An-Nisa emphasize the obligation of migrating from the land of
disbelief to Islamic lands, encouraging a change of position: “Was not the
earth of Allah spacious [enough] for you to emigrate therein?” and “And
whoever emigrates for the cause of Allah will find on the earth many
[alternative] locations...” In this method, by placing the individual in an
appropriate situation, they are assisted in attaining the necessary awareness,
capability, and inclination to perform desirable behaviors.

3. Alleviation of Obligation

The educational method of “facilitating the obligation” initially
emphasizes the necessity of the duty and then demonstrates divine mercy by
easing its execution under specific conditions. For example: “O you who have
believed, when you rise to [perform] prayer, wash your faces... But if you are
ill or on a journey... and you do not find water, then seek clean earth and wipe
over your faces and hands with it. Allah does not intend to make difficulty for
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you...” (Al-Ma’idah: 6). An essential educational point here is the attention
given to the learner’s conditions and environment. The educator must adjust
educational tasks and interact with the learner while taking these specific
conditions into account.

4. Confronting the Consequences of Actions

When an individual faces the results of their actions, they realize that these
consequences inevitably return to them. This awareness induces caution and
creates motivation to act in a manner that ensures personal benefit, growth,
and perfection. For instance, the Quran articulates the ruling for adultery and
its execution: “The [unmarried] woman or [unmarried] man found guilty of
sexual intercourse - lash each one of them with a hundred lashes, and do not
be taken by pity for them in the religion of Allah, if you should believe in
Allah and the Last Day. And let a group of the believers witness their
punishment” (An-Nur: 1-2).

In human education, God has established worldly punishment (the
prescribed legal penalty) as a consequence of this prohibited act.
Confrontation with the results of the action occurs from multiple angles: 1)
The direct confrontation of the offenders with the consequences deters and
corrects improper behavior. 2) The communal witnessing of the punishment
serves as a deterrent, helping to reduce misconduct in society. 3) The narration
of the punishment by witnesses indirectly affects the awareness and behavior
of the broader public, effectively promoting proper moral conduct.

5. Punishment Proportionate to the Offense

Divine educational methods rest on two core principles: “Grace” (Fadl)
and “Justice” (Adl). In certain situations, justice is more effective, which is
where the method of “punishment proportionate to the offense” is applied. An
example of this is the precise stipulation of lashes: “The [unmarried] woman
or [unmarried] man found guilty of sexual intercourse - lash each one of them
with a hundred lashes...” (An-Nur: 2).

Conclusion

Relying on the principles of justice, grace, and gradualism, the educational
methods of the Quran provide an integrated framework for the human
educational process. The behavioral educational methods within the Ayat al-
Ahkam discussed in this article are as follows:



109 Behavioral Educational Methods in the Verses of Legal Rulings...| Hasan Akhundi et al

1. The method of “Enjoining Good and Forbidding Wrong” operates within
cognitive, affective, and behavioral domains and is expressed both directly
and indirectly. By instilling awareness and inclination, this method reinforces
desirable behaviors.

2. The method of “Changing the Situation” allows the educator to increase
the learner’s awareness, capability, and inclination by fostering a new
environment. This method is applicable across various settings without spatial
or temporal limitations.

3. The method of “Alleviation of Obligation” involves facilitating duties
under special conditions (e.g., travel or illness). Educators utilizing this
method must carefully consider the individual and environmental contexts of
each learner to achieve optimal educational outcomes.

4. The method of “Confronting the Consequences of Actions”
demonstrates to individuals that the results of their deeds return to them,
thereby generating a strong intrinsic motivation for behavioral correction and
spiritual growth.

5. The method of “Punishment Proportionate to the Offense” represents the
precise implementation of justice. Punishment must be commensurate with
the individual or social transgression; an individual offense requires individual
restitution, while a societal offense requires social restitution.

Considering the diversity of these methods and a profound understanding
of'individual and social conditions, this research offers practical and effective
steps for the education of learners. Studying and implementing these Quranic
methods can significantly contribute to enhancing the quality of both
individual and social education.
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