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Objective: The Holy Quran is a book of guidance for humanity,

leading them from misguidance to righteousness and guiding them
toward the paths of peace, security, and salvation in this world and
the Hereafter. Since the very beginning of the revelation, Prophet
Muhammad (PBH) was tasked with communicating these verses to
the people of his time.

Methodology: Some assert that the mission of the Holy Prophet

(PBH) was restricted solely to the literal transmission of the
revelation, arguing that the interpretation and derivation of rulings
can rely exclusively on the Quranic text itself. Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, this article seeks to examine the
nature of exegesis (Tafsir) from the perspective of the Quranic
verses. The aim is to elucidate the scope of Prophet Muhammad’s
mission in communicating the revelation, as well as to establish the
authority of the Prophetic Sunnah in interpreting the Quran and
legislating Islamic rulings.

Results: The findings of this study indicate that both the

communication and the interpretation of the revelation were
explicitly entrusted to the Holy Prophet (PBH) in accordance with
the Quranic text. Multiple verses define the comprehensive scope of
the Prophet’s mission, which begins with the recitation of the
revelation and culminates in the interpretation of the verses—
particularly the concise or ambiguous ones (Mujmal)—and the
legislation of practical rulings whose general principles are merely
outlined in the Quran. Furthermore, the analyzed verses clearly
demonstrate the definitive authority of the Prophetic Sunnah
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Problem Statement

Some individuals do not consider the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (PBUH)
to be authoritative in interpreting the Holy Quran, restricting themselves
solely to the Quranic text. In the realm of exegesis, they reiterate the approach
of “The Book of Allah is sufficient for us” —a legacy of the Saqifah Bani
Sa’idah. In Quranic literature, proponents of such ideologies are referred to as
“Quranists”. Therefore, the fundamental question of this research is: What is
the extent of the mission assigned to the Holy Prophet (PBUH) by God
Almighty regarding the communication of the heavenly book, the Holy
Quran? Furthermore, under what terminology is this scope mentioned in the
Quranic verses? Based on this foundation, the present article attempts to
answer this fundamental question by investigating the luminous verses of the
Quran and the statements of exegetes. One of its scientific achievements is
responding to such exclusionary ideologies.

Research Methodology

Some hold the belief that the mission of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) was
solely the literal transmission of the revelation, and they rely exclusively on
the Quranic verses for exegesis and legislation. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method, this article examines the essential ontology of exegesis
(Tafsir) from the perspective of Quranic verses. Based on this, it aims to
articulate the scope of the Prophet of Islam’s (PBUH) mission in
communicating the revelation, as well as the authority of his Sunnah in
interpreting Quranic verses and legislating Islamic rulings.

Discussion and Analysis

A. Application and Meaning of the Word “Tafsir” in the Explicit Text of the
Verses

The root f — s — ris used only once in the Holy Quran, in the form of the
word “Tafsir”: “And they do not come to you with an argument except that
We bring you the truth and the best explanation [ Tafsir]” (Al-Furqan / 33). In
this verse, Tafsir refers to clarifying spiritual and intelligible matters; that is,
explaining and revealing the speaker’s intent. Esteemed exegetes have offered
two main views regarding the meaning of “Tafsiran” in this verse:

1. Uncovering, explaining, detailing, and indicating.

2. Meaning and purport.
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The context of the exceptional clause implies that God provides a response
that is both true and the best explanation. Using Tafsir merely as a descriptive
term for “meaning” contradicts the apparent meaning of the verse.

B. Deriving the Meaning of “Tafsir” from the Concept of the Verses

First: Verses indicating the Recitation (7ilawah) of the Quran

Tilawah means reading and reciting. It inherently includes the concept of
clarifying and following the Quran, aligning with the exegesis of this heavenly
book. At the very least, it serves as a prerequisite for exegesis. God introduces
Himself as the Reciter and Clarifier for the Prophet (Al Imran / 58, Al-
Bagarah/ 252). Consequently, the mission of reciting and explaining is placed
upon the Prophet (Al-Bayyinah / 2, An-Naml / 92). The primary goal of
sending prophets is to recite divine verses to awaken minds.

Second: Verses indicating the Clarification of the Quran

God introduces His luminous speech as a guiding clarification for people
(Al Imran / 138). Besides its inherent clarity (Mubin), God first takes
responsibility for explaining its truths to the Prophet (Al-Qiyamah / 19). In
the second step, Quranic verses assign the Prophet (PBUH) the duty of
clarifying and explaining these teachings to the people (An-Nahl / 44).

Third: Verses indicating the Teaching (7a’lim) of the Quran
Profound scientific utilization of the Quran depends on connecting with its
true Teacher, the Merciful God. God has assigned the Seal of the Prophets
(PBUH) to teach the concepts of His book (Al-Bagarah / 129). Thus,
humanity deeply needs a heavenly leader to understand God’s intent.

Fourth: Verses indicating the Detailing (7afsil) of the Quran
According to the verses, the Quran is a decisive word that separates truth
from falsehood (At-Tariq / 13).

The Quality of the Prophet’s (PBUH) Will in Exegesis and
Clarification

Certain verses and narrations indicate the involvement of the Prophet’s will
in certain rulings. For instance, in Surah At-Tawbah (29), “His Messenger” is
conjoined with “what Allah has forbidden.” Hadiths from the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)
confirm that the Prophet is disciplined by God, and no error or slip occurs
from him in this path.
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The Quantity of the Prophet’s (PBUH) Exegesis and Clarification

Regarding how much of the Quran was interpreted by the Prophet (PBUH),
two main views exist:

1. Some, like Ibn Taymiyyah, believe the Prophet explained all the
meanings of the Quran, just as he recited all its words. Their main evidence
rests on verses mandating the Prophet’s clarification duty (e.g., An-Nahl / 44).

2. Others believe he only interpreted a small portion.

The first view is deemed robust, supported by verses mandating the
Prophet’s teaching, and corroborated by traditions regarding the Mushaf of
Imam Ali (AS), which was dictated by the Prophet and contains his exegetical
notes. The second view is rejected due to flawed narrations (e.g., the narration
of Aisha) and its contradiction with traditions indicating the Prophet taught
the entirety of the Quran.

Findings

The findings of this research indicate that, based on Quranic verses, the
communication of the revelation and its clarification and exegesis rest upon
the Holy Prophet (PBUH). Various verses define the scope of his mission,
starting from recitation based on revelation, extending to the clarification
and exegesis of verses (especially the ambiguous ones), and culminating in
the legislation of practical rulings whose general principles are outlined in
the Quran.
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