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Problem Statement: The claim that the Holy Quran borrowed

from Judaism is considered one of the most serious issues
addressed by Orientalists, particularly Jewish Orientalists, as this
view aims to prove that Judaism was one of the most important
sources of the Holy Quran. This trend was founded on the studies
of the Jewish Orientalist Abraham Geiger, who attempted to link
Quranic texts to Jewish traditions in an effort to undermine the
authenticity of the revelation and its divine source.

Objective: This research aims to critique Abraham Geiger’s claim

regarding the Quran borrowing from Judaism and to expose the
invalidity of the foundations upon which this theory was built. This
is achieved through a systematic analytical study focused on
discussing his evidence in the light of both rational and textual
evidence (reason and transmission), highlighting the incoherence
of his arguments and their contradiction with Quranic and
historical truths.

Methodology: The study relied on a scientific and objective critical

method by presentin Geiger’s evidence for the borrowing claim and
analyzing it in detail, followed by discussing and refuting it using
reason, (%uranic texts, and reliable historical sources. Furthermore,
the study demonstrated the methodological flaws in his reasoning
and revealed instances of haste and distortion in his utilization of
religious texts and historical documents.

Results: The results showed that Abraham Geiger lacked accurate
knowledge of Quranic facts and many historical issues. It also
became evident that, in some instances, he deliberately distorted
texts and falsified facts to serve his preconceived vision. The study
revealed that the Holy Quran enjoys complete independence in its
source, structure, and semantics, and that the attempt to attribute it
to Judaism lacks any scientific and methodological basis, thereby
confirming its divine authenticity and its unique conceptual unity.
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Problem Statement

The claim of the “Quran’s copying from Judaism” is among the most
important and yet controversial topics raised in Orientalist studies, especially
in the works of Jewish Orientalists. The Jewish Orientalist Abraham Geiger,
by presenting a theory attributed to him, attempted to demonstrate that parts
of the teachings and concepts of the Holy Quran are influenced by and derived
from Jewish texts and traditions. Geiger believed that many Quranic teachings
and narratives were adapted from Jewish sacred texts such as the Torah and
the Talmud, and that the Prophet of Islam (PBH) utilized the Jewish religious
heritage during the formation process of the Quran. This hypothesis, which
seemingly offered a historical reading of the origins of Islamic revelation, was
in fact a systematic attempt to diminish the divine authenticity and
independence of the Holy Quran. In subsequent decades, it became the
foundation for many dubious studies regarding the “human sources of
revelation.”

Despite the widespread reflection of this theory in Orientalist works, a
comprehensive and structural scientific and rational critique of it by Muslim
scholars and researchers of Quranic sciences had been lacking. Therefore, the
present study has undertaken a critical review of Geiger’s view, attempting to
evaluate the validity of this claim through a direct study of his documentation,
methodological analysis, and rational evaluation. The importance of this
review lies in the fact that Geiger’s theory is not merely a historical viewpoint,
but rather an intellectual origin for doubt-casting currents in Islamic studies
that have been reproduced in newer formats in subsequent decades.

Research Methodology

This study was conducted using the method of scientific critique and
comparative analysis. First, Geiger’s views and documentation regarding the
Quran’s borrowing from Judaism were collected and analyzed; then, they were
evaluated in a comparative manner alongside Quranic texts, authentic Islamic
exegeses, and Jewish sources. In this process, rational and transmitted
(textual) methods were utilized to assess the documentation, clarifying the
validity or invalidity of the claims from linguistic, literary, historical, and
theological perspectives. Furthermore, instances of Geiger’s distortion,
incorrect generalizations, and misunderstandings were identified and
critiqued.
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Findings

The results of the analysis demonstrated that most of the cases Geiger
considered as evidence of “borrowing” actually indicate a commonality in the
original divine revelation among heavenly religions, rather than adaptation or
imitation from Jewish texts. A comparative review of the concepts revealed
that Quranic vocabulary, themes, and structures possess an independent nature
and mostly stem from the specific intellectual and divine context of Islam.
Additionally, it became clear that in many instances, Geiger relied on
inaccurate translations and historical sources, and his conclusions were based
on an incomplete understanding of the Quranic language and context.

Research Results

The present research revealed that Abraham Geiger’s view suffers from
deep methodological, historical, and epistemological shortcomings. Not only
did he lack sufficient knowledge of many Quranic and historical facts, but in
some cases, he engaged in conscious distortion and selective interpretation.
Consequently, the claim of the Quran borrowing from Judaism lacks scientific
and logical backing. This review emphasizes the divine authenticity as well as
the structural and conceptual independence of the Holy Quran, demonstrating
that the Quran is not derived from previous texts, but rather is an expositor of
an independent, divine truth that serves to correct human understanding of
revelation and the history of religions.
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