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IItifat has several designations, and its nammg varied according to
the views of the early grammarians who addressed this stylistic
device. The designation commonly used today is “iltifat,” and the
origin of this thetorical term is traced back to al-Asma 1. In rhetorical
terminology, iltifat refers to a shift in discourse style from one
direction to another. Since early times, Qur’anic exegetes have paid
close attention to the linguistic and structural aspects of iltifat in the
Noble Qur’an, clarifying the intended benefits and subtleties
underlying it. This study aims to highlight the aesthetic and
thetorical beauty of this stylistic device—iltifat—in Qur’anic
discourse .througl Mafatih al-Ghayb, given that iltifat exerts a
psychological effect and possesses an argumentative dimension
within the context of Qur’anic verses.

The study also focuses on two principal axes related to the structure of
iltifat: the first examines its manifestations at the syntactic level, tracing
contextual variations in al-Raz1’s interpretation; the second sheds light on
the differences among rhetoricians regarding the ordering of known
elements and the extent to which these differences are reflected in the
arrangement of pronouns. This is undertaken prior to critiquing this
hierarchy in light of the philosophical, communicative, and interpretive
dnnermlonscamedbypronouns.A(xnorShmI;%l ,understanding the mature
dimensions of the Noble Qur’an invariably leads to uncovering the
hidden aspects of its many concepts.

Iltifat, as one of the rhetorical devices, plays an effective role in, the
,studﬁr of the secondary meanings of the ‘Qur’an and their artistic
implications. This article, which adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology, arrives at findings indicating that iltifat is characterized
by its ability to focalize meaning; it is one of the stylistic devices that
draws attention to the nature of the situational context within the
Qur’anic passage. A shift in tlll)ronoun while maintai n'mt% a constant
referent indicates a change in the type of reference within the discourse
and a transformation in'its purposes. Moreover, this stylistic device
functions as a technique that enables the concentration of meaning in
the listener’s mind through semantic intensification, restriction of
purpose and its specification by the pronoun’s referent, as well as
elevation in the degree of argumentation.

Likewise, al-Raz1, in his exegesis, addressed the rhetorical secrets of
iltifat and clarified its effect on the mean Jn% and context of the verse,
along with the multiple rhetorical functions 1t carries—such as arousing
anticipation, w%geshon, and the realization of argumentative
strategies—which deepens the layers of meaning within the text.
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Statement of the Problem

1ltifat is one of the literary styles and techniques that is realized through
highlighting the customary linguistic rules and then breaking them. In the
rhetorical works, no classification of the types of ilfifat is provided; what is
mentioned is limited to its definition and meaning. The types of iltifat are as
follows:

1. Reversion of the functional type of language

2. The dialogic return square (error)

3. Grammatical inversion (syntax)

4. Semantic return

5. Lexical iltifat

1ltifat is formed by abandoning linguistic and semantic conventions and
breaking the habitual structures of words. By departing from established
norms, it raises the question: what is the reason for this departure and for
disrupting the natural order of speech? In response to this question, many Arab
and Iranian rhetoricians addressed a topic entitled “The Benefits of [ltifar”
within the section devoted to the study of the craft of iltifat. Among
rhetoricians, al-Zamakhshari was the first Qur’anic exegete and the first to
articulate the artistic value of ilfifat, its benefits, and its aesthetic qualities.

Research Objectives

After extracting the verses of iltifat from the Noble Qur’an, this article
undertakes a rhetorical and grammatical study of those verses, relying on the
major grammatical, rhetorical, and exegetical sources, to achieve the
following objectives:

1. To address the status of grammatical and rhetorical ilfifat from the
perspective of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi in al-Tafsir al-Kabir.

2. To present Fakhr al-Din al-Razi’s views on grammatical and rhetorical
iltifat in the Noble Qur’an.

3. To attempt to understand and elucidate Qur’anic texts through the
components of iltifat.

4. To uncover the secrets of the linguistic text, interpret the system of its
construction and arrangement, and comprehend the relationships within it.

Research Methodology

This study adopts an approach based on collecting information from books,
websites, blogs, journals, and periodicals. The sections directly related to the
subject of this article were prepared primarily from authoritative classical
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sources and then classified according to their respective types. Accordingly,
information related to examples of iltifat from direct address to absence was
placed in one section, while information related to examples of iltifat from
absence to first-person discourse was placed in another section; this method
was followed consistently throughout the dissertation.

The rhetorical purposes of the stylistic device of iltifat in the Noble Qur’an
include stylistic variation in discourse and the shifting of expression from one
mode to another to attract the listener’s attention, create focus, and convey
content through different psychological states. This deviation from the
requirements of the immediate context and outward form stems from
variations in situations and changes in modes of expression in accordance with
a divine purpose. Accordingly, stylistic variation in discourse is among the
most important benefits of iltifat. Moreover, several other purposes and
advantages can also be perceived—such as specification, certainty, emphasis,
the continuity of the generality of rulings, and the truthfulness of reports—
through examining the verses, their style, and their context. From the
perspective that the Qur’anic methodology is founded upon the cultivation
and development of the human being, the pedagogical objectives of
employing iltifat are utilized in harmony with its meaning. Among these
purposes are honoring, humiliation, submission, threat, glad tidings,
refinement of conduct, and others.

Methodologically, the research applies an analytical—applied approach that
combines theory and practice. In analyzing and interpreting the texts, recourse
was made to modern critical studies and linguistic research. As for the textual
evidence subjected to analysis, it was limited to verses in which iltifar is
prominent due to the proximity between two modes, such as a shift from
address to absence, from absence to first-person discourse, or from explicit
expression to pronominal reference. In addition, the study adheres to the
conception of iltifat held by both classical and modern rhetoricians and
grammarians, as well as to their methods of explanation and application.

This study seeks to uncover the status of grammatical and rhetorical ilfifat
and to examine how Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Raz1 (d. 606 AH) dealt with this
stylistic device in his monumental exegesis Mafatih al-Ghayb, also known as
al-Tafsir al-Kabir, which is regarded as one of the greatest Qur’anic
commentaries combining reason and transmitted knowledge and as one of the
richest in scholarly content. It is distinguished by its extensive scientific
excursuses across various disciplines, including linguistics, grammar, and
rhetoric, and by its comprehensive analytical approach to Qur’anic verses.



Journal of Contemporary Quranic Studies, 2025, 4 (13) 140

Accordingly, this article aims to fill a gap in applied studies that follow al-
Raz1’s methodology in addressing this subtle rhetorical phenomenon.

The study focuses on al-Razi’s Mafatih al-Ghayb as its primary
framework, while also consulting authoritative Arabic sources in rhetoric and
grammar. It adopts a descriptive—analytical method in tracing instances of
iltifat in the Qur’anic verses discussed by al-Razi, analyzing his explanations
and deductions in order to arrive at a comprehensive understanding of his
approach. By addressing al-Razi’s grammatical and rhetorical views and
examining in depth his examples and Qur’anic citations, this study differs
from previous research, which focused primarily on the rhetorical dimension
alone. Instead, it gives priority to the views of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi and
considers both the rhetorical and grammatical dimensions together. Therefore,
this study constitutes a unique contribution, as it has not, to date, been
undertaken by researchers.
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