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The Role of Imam Khamenei’s Personal Experience

in Qur’anic Exegesis *

Mohammad Javad Dashti® and Mohammad Haidar?

Abstract

This article aims to highlight the significance of a Qur’anic exegete’s personal experience
and its impact on Qur’anic exegesis. It specifically examines the personal experiences of
Imam Khamenei and their contribution to the development of his exegetical studies. The
research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to analyze the content of Imam
Khamenei’s interpretative works and extract the roles and effects of personal experience
on them. The study identifies multiple roles of personal experience in Imam Khamenei’s
interpretation of the Qur’an. The first role is psychological and emotional, reinforcing the
exegete’s faith in the Qur’anic message and fostering complete trust in its promises. The
second role involves deepening the exegete’s understanding of Qur’anic verses related to
the Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be upon him and his family) leadership of society, as
well as enhancing comprehension of verses that describe the actions, behaviors, and
strategies of adversaries—including disbelievers and hypocrites. It also aids in
developing insights into the social philosophy of Islamic rulings and their challenges. The
third role pertains to discovering new meanings within Qur’anic verses, guided by
personal experiences, thereby expanding the scope of certain Qur’anic concepts and
identifying new applications for them. The fourth role involves leveraging both personal
and contemporary societal experiences to clarify and effectively communicate the
meanings of Qur’anic verses to the audience, making them more accessible and
impactful. This interplay between personal life experiences and the Qur’an opens a vital
avenue for strengthening the Qur’an’s presence in society. It also lays the foundation for
an interpretative methodology that bridges real-world challenges with the authenticity of
the Qur’anic framework.

Keywords: Imam Khamenei, Qur’anic exegesis, Personal experience, Islamic
Revolution, Societal leadership.
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