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Problem Statement: Analyzing pivotal vocabulary is one of the
important fields in Quranic semantics, as it reveals the dimensions
of the revelation's worldview. The word "Al-Rahiq" stands out as a
unique Quranic term, appearing only once in the Holy Quran in
Surah Al-Mutaffifin. This raises questions regarding its Quranic
significance and the specificity of its deployment in describing the
drink of the people of Paradise, particularly in light of its
contextual relations and semantic contrasts with neighboring terms.
Research Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology, utilizing linguistic and exegetical sources alongside
modern studies in semantics, while employing syntagmatic and
paradigmatic analysis to uncover the contextual meaning of the term.
Results: The study demonstrates that "Al-Rahiq" fundamentally
denotes pure drink in the Arabic language; however, its Quranic
context endows it with meanings that transcend the literal
definition, most notably purity, spiritual pleasure, and otherworldly
refinement. Furthermore, syntagmatic analysis reveals connotations
of purity and refinement through the term's association with
expressions such as "sealed" (*makhtum*) and "musk" (*misk*),
whereas paradigmatic analysis highlights the distinctiveness of
choosing "Al-Rahiq" compared to terms like "drink" (*sharab*),
"cup" (*kas*), and "wine" (*khamr*).

Conclusion: The study concludes that the selection of the word
"Al-Rahiq" in the Quranic context is a deliberate semantic choice
reflecting a high level of purity and refinement, distinguishing the
drink of the hereafter from worldly beverages. Thus, the analysis of
syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations contributes to uncovering
deeper semantic dimensions of the Quranic term and highlights the
specificity of its choice within the Quranic context.

Cite this article: Fatemi Nehad, F.; & Al-Khatib, M. (2026). A Semantic Study of the Word
"Al-Rahiq" in Verse 25 of Surah Al-Mutaffifin with a Focus on Syntagmatic and
Paradigmatic Relations. Journal of Contemporary Quranic Studies, 5 (16), 105-132.

() OS

BY NC

D The Author(s).
OI: https://doi.org/10.22034/dqm.2026.23089.1220

https://doi.org/10.22034/dqm.2026.23089.1220

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.




Journal of Contemporary Quranic Studies, 2026, 5 (16( 106

Problem statement

The study of pivotal vocabulary is one of the key approaches to
uncovering the semantic structure of the Holy Quran, as a Quranic term does
not derive its complete meaning solely from its lexical definition; rather, a
significant aspect of its meaning is determined by its position in context and
its relations with other terms. Modern semantic studies, particularly
Toshihiko Izutsu's methodology, have contributed to solidifying this
approach by viewing Quranic vocabulary as interconnected elements within
a conceptual network that reveals aspects of the Quran's worldview and
monotheistic framework. Consequently, low-frequency vocabulary acquires
special significance because its limited usage may reveal semantic and
functional specificities that do not appear by merely referring to the lexical
meaning.

The word "Al-Rahiq" is at the forefront of these terms, as it appears once
in the Holy Quran in the Almighty's saying: "They will be given to drink of a
sealed nectar (rahiq makhtum)" in Surah Al-Mutaffifin. While linguistic and
exegetical sources have largely interpreted it to mean pure drink or pure
wine, restricting it to this meaning fails to uncover all the semantic
dimensions that can be derived from the word's position in the Quranic
context and its relations with other terms. Hence, the research problem lies
in uncovering the semantic characteristics of the word "Al-Rahiq" and
explaining the reason for its selection in this specific place, focusing on its
syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations and comparing it with neighboring
Quranic terms such as "drink" (sharab), "cup" (kas), "wine" (khamr),
"Tasnim", "Salsabil", and "Zanjabil".

The significance of the research also stems from the need to distinguish
between the primary lexical meaning of "Al-Rahiq" and the meaning shaped
within the Quranic context. The context in which the word appears is linked
to the description of the bliss of the righteous (Al-Abrar) and terms such as
"sealed" (makhtum) and "musk" (misk), opening avenues to uncover
connotations of purity, refinement, and otherworldly dignity. The study also
seeks to determine whether choosing "Al-Rahiq" instead of close synonyms
performs a special semantic function in constructing the image of
otherworldly bliss. Thus, the research aims to reconstruct the overall
semantics of the term by combining its linguistic meaning with its contextual
network and the relations connecting it to other concepts and terms.
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Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing library-based
linguistic and exegetical sources as well as modern studies in semantics. The
theoretical framework of the research departs from the concept of Quranic
semantics and Izutsu's methodology of studying vocabulary within a
network of conceptual relations, ensuring that a term is not viewed as an
independent unit but studied in light of its context and relations with other
words.

The study progressed through several interconnected stages. It began by
determining the linguistic and derivational meaning of the word "Al-
Rahiq" by referring to lexical sources, followed by surveying the opinions
of various commentators on the exegesis of the verse and what they
emphasized in determining the word's import. Subsequently, syntagmatic
analysis was employed to uncover the impact of words accompanying "Al-
Rahiq" in defining its significance, particularly its relation to "sealed"
(makhtum), "musk" (misk), and the general context of verses describing
the bliss of the righteous. The study also relied on paradigmatic analysis by
comparing "Al-Rahiq" with relevant Quranic beverage terms to determine
the semantic characteristics making this vocabulary choice distinct. In the
final stage, the results of the linguistic, exegetical, and contextual analyses
were synthesized to arrive at a more comprehensive conception of "Al-
Rahiq" in the Quranic context.

Results

The study demonstrated that the primary meaning of "Al-Rahiq" in the
language is pure drink; however, its occurrence in the Quranic context grants
it semantic dimensions transcending this primary meaning. The analysis
revealed that the word is associated in the Quranic context with the concepts
of purity and refinement, indicating not merely a beverage of Paradise, but
contributing to an integrated image of otherworldly bliss distinct from
worldly pleasures.

Syntagmatic analysis showed that the association of "Al-Rahiq" with the
word "sealed" (makhtum) adds the connotation of exclusivity and protection
from pollution or mixing to the meaning of purity, while its association with
"musk" (misk) enhances the aesthetic and fragrant dimension in describing
this bliss. Thus, the word does not operate in isolation in constructing
meaning, but interacts with surrounding elements to form a composite
signification combining purity, clarity, and otherworldly dignity.
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Furthermore, paradigmatic analysis demonstrated that the specificity of
"Al-Rahiq" cannot be understood by equating it with close terms.
Comparison with "wine" (khamr) highlights the difference between worldly
wine—associated in the Quranic context with negative effects—and the
otherworldly pure drink free from such effects. Meanwhile, comparison with
"drink" (sharab) and "cup" (kas) shows that these terms do not perform the
exact same semantic function, as "Al-Rahiq" carries additional properties
related to purity and refinement. Comparison with "Tasnim", "Salsabil", and
"Zanjabil" also reveals the diversity of Quranic expression regarding
Paradise bliss, while "Al-Rahiq" retains a distinct semantic specificity tied to
purity and dignity.

The results also showed that the limited occurrence of "Al-Rahiq" in the
Holy Quran does not imply limited significance; rather, it indicates the
specificity of its selection in its placed context. Hence, analyzing the term
within its contextual and paradigmatic network allows for a transition from
lexical meaning to a broader understanding of the conceptual structure
formed by the term within the Quranic text.

Conclusion

The research concluded that "Al-Rahiq" in Surah Al-Mutaffifin represents
a model of Quranic vocabulary whose semantic scope extends from direct
lexical meaning to a network of integrated meanings. The fundamental
meaning of pure drink is deepened through syntagmatic and paradigmatic
relations to encompass concepts of purity, clarity, dignity, and otherworldly
bliss. Therefore, choosing this vocabulary in describing the drink of the
righteous performs a semantic function exceeding mere naming, contributing
to a distinguished image of otherworldly bliss.

The study also proved that combining linguistic and exegetical analysis
with semantic analysis based on syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations
provides a more comprehensive approach to understanding Quranic
vocabulary, particularly low-frequency terms. The scientific contribution of
this study lies in applying this framework to "Al-Rahiq" and highlighting its
semantic network, opening avenues for studying other terms related to the
bliss of the hereafter according to the same methodology. Thus, the study
reveals that Quranic semantics is not determined by the lexical meaning of a
term alone, but is shaped through its position in context and its relations with
other concepts and terms, contributing to highlighting linguistic precision as
well as the aesthetic and cognitive dimension in Quranic expression.
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