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Problem Statement: Certain Quranic narratives are repeated
across multiple chapters (Surahs) with varying formulations and
expressions despite the unity of the event and the speaker, which
has raised suspicions of divergence and contradiction in Quranic
storytelling. This study seeks to elucidate the true nature and causes
of this variation.

Research Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology by classifying the facets of variation in the
presentation of Quranic narratives and analyzing the relevant
verses.

Results: It is demonstrated that variations in expression within
Quranic narratives manifest in five primary forms: precedence and
postponement (faqdim wa ta'khir), addition and omission (ziyadah
wa nugsan), definiteness and indefiniteness (ta'vif wa tankir),
substituting one word for another, and substituting one letter for
another. Furthermore, it is shown that these variations are linked to
differences in context, purpose, and the educational guidance of
each Surah, with each chapter presenting aspects of the story that
align with its specific objective.

Conclusion: The research concludes that the diversity of
expressive styles in Quranic narrative does not represent
contradiction or disorder; rather, it reveals the precision and
inimitability (i’jaz) of Quranic exposition, contributing to the
fulfillment of the purposes of guidance, admonition, and instruction
while preserving the unity of the general meaning of the story.
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Introduction (Statement of the Problem)

Quranic narratives are among the prominent subjects in the Holy Quran.
The Quran encompasses stories of the creation of the universe and humanity,
as well as accounts of prophets and past nations, presenting them across
multiple chapters in accordance with the purposes and guiding-educational
objectives of each Surah. One of the characteristics of narrative presentation
in the Holy Quran is that a single story may recur in more than one chapter,
with variations in the length of presentation, expressive style, and
vocabulary used, with the exception of the story of Joseph, which is
presented integrally in a single chapter. This style is tied to the specificity of
the Quranic structure, which is not based purely on thematic division; rather,
it combines doctrinal, ethical, legislative, and narrative themes within a
single chapter to suit the objectives of the Surah and its audience.

This diversity in presenting Quranic stories has sparked the suspicion of
the existence of difference and contradiction in the Holy Quran, particularly
when a single incident is presented in multiple chapters with differing words
and expressions despite the unity of time, place, and speaker. Examples
include the varying expression in the story of Moses (peace be upon him)
when mentioning his request for water for his people, as found in Surah Al-
Baqgarah and Surah Al-A'raf, as well as differences in certain details of the
dialogue and divine call in the story of Moses in Surahs An-Naml, Al-Qasas,
and Ta-Ha. Other examples include the differing expression in the account of
Mary (peace be upon him/her) when she is given the glad tidings of the
Messiah in Surahs Ali 'Tmran and Maryam.

Some orientalists have relied on these verbal differences to raise the
suspicion of contradiction in Quranic narratives, arguing that the variation in
expression indicates that the Quran lacks adherence to historical reality.
Some researchers have also attempted to address this issue by treating
Quranic stories as literary or artistic styles, or interpreting the variation
based on artistic imagination, precedence, postponement, omission, and
addition. Some commentators, including Al-Tabari, have noted the presence
of differences in the vocabulary of stories upon repetition, alongside
agreement in meanings in certain places.

The significance of the research stems from the fact that narratives
constitute an important dimension of the contents of the Holy Quran, and
raising suspicions regarding them touches upon the truth and authority of the
Quran. Hence, the study seeks to demonstrate that diversity in expressing a
single story does not equate to contradiction, but is rather linked to the
specificity of Quranic exposition and its purposes, uncovering the types of
this variation and the factors that explain it.
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Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method through extrapolating
models of Quranic narratives that exhibit variations in vocabulary and
expression, classifying the facets of variation, and analyzing the relevant
verses. The study also benefited from the statements of commentators and
various studies addressing the nature of Quranic narratives and the problems
raised around them, aiming to clarify the distinction between expressive
variation and substantive contradiction.

The research classified the variations in expression when conveying a
single story into five main types: variation in precedence and postponement,
variation by addition and omission, variation by definiteness and
indefiniteness, variation by substituting one word for another, and variation
by substituting one letter for another. Subsequently, the study addressed the
factors underlying this diversity by linking Quranic expression to the
purposes and varying contexts of the Surahs, as well as the method of
presenting story episodes across multiple locations.

Results

The study demonstrated that variation in expression within Quranic
narratives does not necessarily lead to a difference in truth or a contradiction
in the story's content; rather, it can serve as a means to achieve multiple
purposes in Quranic exposition. The variation of vocabulary from one Surah
to another is primarily linked to the differing purpose and context in which
the story is mentioned, as the Quran presents the story in a manner matching
the guiding and educational objective of the Surah.

It was also shown that a single Surah may present a specific episode of a
story, while another Surah presents a different episode or elaborates on an
aspect briefly mentioned in an earlier place. Thus, parts of the story
complement one another across chapters, and repetition performs an
expository and educational function rather than being devoid of purpose.

Furthermore, the analysis revealed that differences in vocabulary and
structure—whether through precedence and postponement, addition and
omission, definiteness and indefiniteness, or substitution—do not necessitate
disorder in conveying events; rather, they reveal the diversity of the Quranic
style and its precision in selecting vocabulary according to the context.
Moreover, multiple formulations of a single story are tied to demonstrating
the rhetorical inimitability (ijaz) of the Holy Quran, including challenging
the polytheists and displaying their inability to produce the like thereof.
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Conclusion

The research concluded that rhetorical diversity in Quranic narratives
does not represent contradiction or inconsistency; rather, it is among the
characteristics of Quranic exposition and manifestations of its inimitability.
Variations in vocabulary and structure upon the repetition of a single story
fulfill semantic and expository functions, correlate with the purposes and
contexts of the chapters, and contribute to the integrative presentation of
story events while achieving the goals of admonition, consideration, and
guidance.

Consequently, understanding apparent discrepancies in Quranic narratives
must be based on distinguishing between expressive variation and
substantive truth variation, viewing each formulation within its context and
purpose. Thus, it becomes clear that multiple methods of presenting a story
do not weaken its historical veracity, but reveal the flexibility of Quranic
exposition and its ability to present a single meaning in multiple forms while
preserving the unity of purpose and general meaning, which represents an
aspect of the rhetorical inimitability of the Holy Quran.
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