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Statement of the Problem: The Holy Qur'an articulates enduring
divine laws (sunan ilahiyyah) that.%i)\{em the course of history,
among the most prominent of which is the law concerning the
downfall of Q{)presswe regimes. In light of this principle, the question
arises as to its applicability to contempora?l American hegemony,
particularly as reflected in the statements of Imam Khamenei (r.2).

Ithough numerous studies have examined American policy and
global hegemony, a systematic investigation linking the Qur'anic
perspective. with' Imam Khamenei's analysis of thiS phenomenon
remains lacking.

Objective: This study seeks to_elucidate the Qur'anic foundations

underlying the decline of American hegemony and to examine the

extent to which Imam Khamenei draws upon the divine laws and

Quranic verses in interpreting the trajectory of the American
S ster?'?l decline and affirming the inévitability of its eventual
ownfall.

Research Methodology: The study adopts a descﬁ]t)tive-analytical
approach by examining Qur'anic verses related to the diving law
governing the destruction of oppressive peoples and regimes,
analyzing Imam Khamenei's statements and their thematic content
and “comparing the Qur'anic evidence with the intellectual and
political framework he advances.

Findings and Conclusion: The findings demonstrate that the Hol
Qur'an establishes a universal historical law acco_rdmgl to whic
regimes founded upon injustice and tyranny are ultimately destined
to perish, The study argués that the American system falls within the
scope of this law ‘because of the theological, moral, political, and
social injustices it perpetuates. It further shows that Imam Khamenei

ounds”his analysis of the decline of American hegemony in this
Qur'anic framework, maintaining that the waning of American
influence is not merely a geopolitical shift but a manifestation of an
enduring divine law governing history. The study's principal
scholarly contribution liés in its Systematic integration of Qur'anic
verses with Imam Khamenei's statements, thereby presenting a
coherent Qur'anic interpretation of the causes underlying the decline
of American hegemony.
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Hegemony: A Study with Particular Reference to the Statements of Imam Khamenei. Journal of

Contemporary Quranic Studies, 5 (15), 179-204.
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Introduction (Statement of the Problem)

The Holy Qur'an constitutes the primary source for understanding the
divine laws (Sunan Ilahiyyah) that govern the course of societies and nations
throughout history. Among the most fundamental of these is the divine law
concerning the downfall of oppressive regimes. The Qur'an presents
numerous examples of nations that perished because they were founded
upon injustice, arrogance, and deviation from the divinely ordained human
nature (Fitrah), thereby demonstrating that these laws are not confined to
past civilizations but apply universally whenever the conditions that
necessitate them are fulfilled. In the contemporary era, the decline of
American hegemony has emerged as a significant intellectual and political
issue. Although numerous studies have examined this phenomenon from
political, economic, or sociological perspectives, few have analyzed it
through the lens of the Qur'anic divine laws, and even fewer have
systematically explored the relationship between the Qur'anic worldview and
Imam Khamenei's (r.a) interpretation of this phenomenon. This study
proceeds from the premise that Imam Khamenei's analysis is not merely a
political assessment but is fundamentally rooted in the divine laws derived
from the Holy Qur'an. He regards the decline of the United States as a
contemporary manifestation of the Qur'anic law governing the downfall of
oppressive powers. Accordingly, this study seeks to identify the Qur'anic
evidence upon which Imam Khamenei relies in explaining the decline of
American hegemony, to examine the Qur'anic and intellectual foundations of
his analysis, and to demonstrate the scholarly significance of establishing a
systematic connection between the Qur'anic text and contemporary political
realities.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, complemented by the
thematic analysis of Qur'anic verses concerning the divine laws that govern
history and the rise and fall of nations. The research draws upon the Holy
Qur'an, classical works of Qur'anic exegesis and Arabic lexicography, and
Imam Khamenei's statements published on his official website. These
sources were analyzed and systematically compared with the relevant
Qur'anic concepts. In addition, the study utilizes selected scholarly works,
books, and political, social, and economic statistics produced by Western
researchers and institutions to illustrate certain manifestations of America's
decline. These empirical data are employed solely as corroborative evidence
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supporting the Qur'anic principles examined in the study, rather than as the
primary basis of its argument. The Qur'anic causes underlying the decline of
American hegemony were then classified and analyzed in light of Imam
Khamenei's statements to develop a coherent interpretive framework.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that Imam Khamenei interprets the decline of
American hegemony through the enduring divine laws established by the
Holy Qur'an rather than as a mere shift in the global balance of power. The
study identifies three principal Qur'anic causes underlying the decline of the
American system.

The first is injustice in all its manifestations. According to the Qur'anic
framework adopted in the study, the American system embodies theological
injustice through disbelief and practical polytheism, moral injustice through its
violation of divine commandments and the innate human disposition (Fitrah),
and political and social injustice through aggression against and exploitation of
other nations. Consequently, it falls within the scope of the Qur'anic verses that
proclaim the inevitable destruction of oppressive powers.

The second is excessive reliance on material power while neglecting trust
in Allah (Tawakkul). The Qur'an affirms that true authority and ultimate
victory belong exclusively to those who place their trust in Allah, whereas
arrogant powers, regardless of their military or economic capabilities, are
ultimately destined for weakness and decline.

The third is the violation of the divine and natural order through elevating
human desires above divine guidance, promoting lifestyles contrary to the
human Fitrah, practicing arrogance, and violating the rights of others.
According to the Qur'an, these factors inevitably lead to the decline and
eventual collapse of civilizations.

The study further reveals that Imam Khamenei's discourse extends
beyond citing Qur'anic verses to offer an applied interpretation of the
political, social, and economic realities of the United States in light of these
divine laws. His analysis draws upon numerous indicators of internal
decline, including moral deterioration, family disintegration, demographic
decline, rising rates of violence, suicide, and substance abuse, recurring
economic crises, diminishing political and military influence, and the erosion
of American soft power. These indicators are presented not as independent
causes of the system's collapse but as empirical manifestations of the
operation of the divine laws established by the Holy Qur'an.
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Conclusion

The study concludes that the Holy Qur'an provides a comprehensive
interpretive framework for understanding the rise and fall of nations and
civilizations, and that the divine law governing the downfall of oppressive
powers constitutes a universal historical principle from which no state or
empire, regardless of the extent of its dominance, is exempt. Within this
framework, Imam Khamenei views the decline of American hegemony not
as a temporary geopolitical development but as the inevitable consequence
of violating the divine laws founded upon justice, monotheism, and
adherence to the innate human disposition (Fitrah).

The principal scholarly contribution of this study lies in establishing a
systematic relationship between the Qur'anic text and Imam Khamenei's
statements, demonstrating that his interpretation of contemporary
international affairs is grounded in a coherent Qur'anic worldview rather
than being based solely on immediate political developments. Furthermore,
the study offers a methodological model for applying the Qur'anic divine
laws to the analysis of contemporary political phenomena and opens new
avenues for future research on applying these principles to other
international issues, thereby contributing to the advancement of Qur'anic
studies from both civilizational and political perspectives.
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