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yyid Ali Khamenei, identify its principal methodological and
gplstemologmal characteristics, and _establish its place within the
evelopment of contemporary Shi‘i Qur'anic exegesis. It also seeks to
highlight the innovative features that distinguish his exegetical project
while demonstrating its rootedness in the Islamic exegetical tradition.
Research Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive—analytical
approach based on the exegetical ~writings, lectures, and Qur'anic
commentary sessions of Sayyid Ali Khamenei. These sources are
analyzed to identify the methodological foundations and intellectual
orientations that govern his understanding of the Qur'anic text and his

derivation of its meanings. ) ) )
Findings: The ﬁndmgs demonstrate that Sayyid Ali Khamenei
¢mP10ys an integrated framework of exe%ﬁ ical methodologies
including the interpretation of the Qur'an by the Qur'an, narrationa
exegesis, rational exegesis, scientific exegesis, and allusive exegesis,
Collectively, these approaches constitute a comprehensive model of
ljitihdd-based exegesis founded upon the integration of transmitted and
rational evidence. By contrast, he unequivocally r%]ects exegesis based
on %oersonal opinion (1afsir bi al-ra’y), regarding if as an undisciplined
method that is incompatible with thé scholarly pnnc11ples governing the
interpretation of the Qur'an. The study further reveals that his exegesis
extends beyond the theological and juristic dimensions rooted in the
School of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) to encompass social,
political, ethical, educational, and lite: approaches, with particular
emphasis on the Qur'an's civilizational dimension and its role in
addressing contemporary human and societal concerns. )
Conclusion: The study concludes that the exegﬁtlcal thought of Sayyid
i Khamenei is characterized by a_ coherent methodological
framework that integrates authenticify with renewal. It _affirms” the
Qur'an's dynamic role in the construction of Islamic civilization, the
Eromotlon of Islamic unity, the derivation of the foundations of the
uman sciences, and the engagement with contemporary issues and
emerging challenges through a methodology of eliciting the Qur'an's
guidance (Istintdq al-Qur an). Accordingly, this exegetical framework
represents a promising model for advancing contempora{iy Qur'anic
studies and " enriching specialized exegesis and interdisciplinary
scholarship, thereby ¢nhancm(§ the capacity of Qur'anic research to
enerate scholarly insights and theoretical frameworks that respond to

e needs of the contemporary Muslim world.
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Introduction (Statement of the Problem)

Contemporary Shi‘i Qur'anic exegesis has witnessed the emergence of
several influential interpretive paradigms that seek to reconcile fidelity to the
classical exegetical tradition with the intellectual, social, and political
challenges of the modern world. Among these paradigms, the exegetical
thought of Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei occupies a distinctive
position. While deeply rooted in the epistemological foundations of the
Imamf tradition and drawing extensively upon the legacy of earlier exegetes,
his approach transcends conventional textual interpretation by presenting the
Qur'an as a comprehensive guide to individual development, social
transformation, civilizational renewal, and political governance. Rather than
treating the Qur'an as a text confined to theological reflection or ritual
devotion, he approaches it as a dynamic source of guidance capable of
addressing the evolving realities of Muslim societies.

Ayatollah Khamenei's interpretive project is characterized by an
integrated methodological framework that combines the traditional Islamic
sciences with rational inquiry and contemporary social analysis. His Qur'anic
discourse consistently emphasizes the inseparable relationship between
revelation and human life, arguing that the Qur'an provides enduring
principles for understanding historical developments, establishing justice,
promoting ethical excellence, and responding to intellectual and cultural
challenges. Consequently, his exegetical methodology cannot be reduced to a
single interpretive school; rather, it constitutes a multidimensional
framework in which diverse, recognized methods of Qur'anic interpretation
interact harmoniously within a unified epistemological structure.

Despite the growing influence of his Qur'anic lectures, commentaries, and
scholarly writings, relatively few academic studies have systematically
examined the methodological foundations and interpretive orientations that
shape his exegetical thought. Existing scholarship has generally focused either
on specific theological or political dimensions of his ideas without providing a
comprehensive analysis of the methodological principles governing his
interpretation of the Qur'an. This study seeks to address this gap by offering a
systematic investigation of the principal exegetical methodologies employed
by Ayatollah Khamenei and by identifying the dominant intellectual
orientations reflected throughout his Qur'anic discourse. It further evaluates
the coherence of his interpretive framework and assesses its contribution to the
advancement of contemporary Qur'anic studies.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology grounded in
qualitative textual analysis. The primary corpus comprises Ayatollah
Khamenei's published Qur'anic commentaries, lectures, public addresses,
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educational lessons, and interpretive discussions delivered over several
decades. These materials were analyzed through thematic and comparative
approaches to identify the methodological principles governing his
interpretation of Qur'anic verses and to classify the dominant exegetical
methodologies employed throughout his works.

The analytical procedure involved identifying explicit methodological
statements, examining their practical application in Qur'anic interpretation,
and comparing the findings with established traditions of classical and
contemporary Shi‘i exegesis. Particular attention was devoted to
distinguishing between methodological instruments—including
interpretation of the Qur'an by the Qur'an, narrational exegesis, rational
exegesis, scientific exegesis, and allusive exegesis—and interpretive
orientations, including theological, jurisprudential, social, political, ethical,
educational, and literary perspectives.

Rather than limiting the analysis to isolated exegetical passages, the study
investigates the internal coherence of Ayatollah Khamenei's interpretive
framework by examining the interrelationship among its methodological
components. This comprehensive approach enables a more accurate
understanding of how his exegetical system functions as an integrated
intellectual paradigm capable of addressing both classical Islamic concerns
and contemporary societal challenges.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that Ayatollah Khamenei employs a remarkably
comprehensive and internally coherent exegetical methodology that
integrates multiple recognized interpretive approaches without allowing any
single method to dominate the interpretive process. At the core of his
methodology lies the principle of interpreting the Qur'an through the Qur'an,
which serves as the primary epistemological foundation for understandlng
divine revelation. Within this approach, Qur'anic verses illuminate one
another within a unified semantic network, ensuring that individual passages
are interpreted in light of the Qur'an's overarching conceptual structure rather
than through isolated textual readings.

Alongside this foundational methodology, narrational exegesis occupies a
significant place. The Prophetic traditions and the teachings of the Imams of
the Ahl al-Bayt are regarded as authoritative explanatory sources that clarify
Qur'anic meanings while remaining fully consistent with the internal
coherence of the Qur'anic text. Unlike purely traditionalist approaches,
however, narrational evidence is never employed independently of
contextual analysis or rational inquiry. Instead, transmitted reports are
critically integrated into a broader interpretive framework in which textual
coherence, historical context, and rational analysis complement one another.
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Another defining characteristic of his methodology is its extensive
reliance upon rational exegesis. Reason is regarded not merely as a
supplementary instrument but as an indispensable component of Qur'anic
understanding. Rational inquiry is employed to uncover the philosophical,
theological, and social implications of Qur'anic concepts, thereby enabling
the interpreter to relate scriptural teachings to the realities of human
existence. This rational dimension allows the Qur'an to remain an enduring
source of guidance capable of addressing emerging intellectual and
civilizational questions without compromising its revealed foundations.

Beyond its textual, narrational, and rational dimensions, Ayatollah Khamenei's
exegetical framework also incorporates scientific and allusive approaches to
Qur'anic interpretation. His engagement with scientific exegesis is marked by
methodological caution. Rather than attempting to impose transient scientific
theories upon the Qur'anic text, he maintains that empirical knowledge may
illuminate certain dimensions of revelation without exhausting its semantic
richness or reducing its transcendent message to scientific propositions. Scientific
discoveries therefore serve as complementary interpretive aids rather than decisive
criteria for determining Qur'anic meaning.

Similarly, his use of allusive interpretation remains carefully regulated by
the linguistic and contextual integrity of the Qur'an. Spiritual insights and
ethical reflections are considered legitimate only insofar as they remain fully
compatible with the apparent meaning of the text and the established
principles of Qur'anic interpretation. Consequently, symbolic or mystical
readings never replace the literal or contextual meaning of revelation but
instead enrich its moral and spiritual dimensions.

In sharp contrast, Ayatollah Khamenei unequivocally rejects Tafsir bi al-
ra’y (interpretation based on subjective personal opinion). He argues that
imposing preconceived ideological assumptions upon the Qur'an
fundamentally violates the methodological discipline required for authentic
interpretation. From his perspective, the interpreter must derive meaning
from the Qur'anic discourse itself rather than imposing external intellectual
frameworks upon the text. Genuine [jtihad, therefore, requires
methodological objectivity, rigorous textual analysis, and faithful adherence
to the epistemological principles established by revelation.

The study further demonstrates that the distinguishing feature of Ayatollah
Khamenei's exegetical thought lies not merely in the diversity of its interpretive
methods but also in the multidimensional orientations through which the Qur'an
i1s approached. While remaining firmly grounded in the theological and
jurisprudential foundations of the School of the Ahl al-Bayt, his interpretation
consistently extends beyond doctrinal concerns to encompass broader social,
political, ethical, educational, and literary dimensions.

The social orientation constitutes one of the most prominent
characteristics of his Qur'anic discourse. The Qur'an is presented as a
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comprehensive blueprint for constructing a just and cohesive society rather
than merely addressing individual spirituality. Qur'anic concepts such as
justice, solidarity, charity, social responsibility, and public accountability are
interpreted within the broader framework of community building and
civilizational development. Social pathologies—including hypocrisy, moral
decline, collective negligence, economic inequality, and the abandonment of
public responsibility—are examined not simply as individual ethical
deficiencies but as structural phenomena capable of undermining the
stability and vitality of Muslim societies.

Equally significant is the political orientation that permeates his
exegetical thought. According to Ayatollah Khamenei, the Qur'an is
fundamentally a book of guidance for governance, justice, social order, and
resistance to oppression. Consequently, the separation of religion and politics
represents not merely an alternative interpretive perspective but a departure
from the comprehensive vision articulated by the Qur'an itself. Qur'anic
narratives concerning the prophets are interpreted as historical models of
social transformation and resistance to tyranny rather than exclusively
spiritual accounts. The prophetic mission is therefore understood as an
integrated project aimed simultaneously at spiritual purification, social
reform, political justice, and civilizational renewal.

Within this political paradigm, concepts such as Tawhid, justice,
resistance, oppression, hypocrisy, arrogance (Istikbar), and tyranny (7aghiit)
are interpreted as enduring conceptual categories that continue to illuminate
contemporary international and domestic affairs. Accordingly, the historical
narratives of the Qur'an become analytical frameworks through which
present-day political developments, social conflicts, and global power
relations may be understood and evaluated.

Another defining aspect of his interpretive system is its profound ethical
and educational orientation. Ayatollah Khamenei consistently emphasizes that
moral refinement (7azkiyah) constitutes one of the ultimate objectives of
divine revelation. Social institutions, political authority, legal regulations, and
acts of worship derive their ultimate legitimacy from their capacity to cultivate
virtuous individuals and morally responsible communities. Ethical education
therefore serves as the integrating principle that unifies theological belief,
jurisprudential practice, and social engagement within the Qur'anic worldview.

Furthermore, his literary appreciation of the Qur'an receives careful
attention throughout his interpretive works. Linguistic precision, rhetorical
eloquence, semantic coherence, stylistic harmony, and the aesthetic
dimensions of Qur'anic discourse are regarded as indispensable elements for
understanding divine revelation. Literary analysis serves as a methodological
instrument that deepens comprehension of theological concepts, ethical
teachings, and social guidance.
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Collectively, these methodological and thematic dimensions culminate in
what may appropriately be described as a comprehensive Jjtihad-based
model of Qur'anic interpretation. Rather than fragmenting revelation into
isolated theological, legal, mystical, or political domains, Ayatollah
Khamenei constructs an integrated interpretive paradigm in which all
dimensions of the Qur'an contribute to a unified understanding of religion,
humanity, and civilization.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the exegetical thought of Grand Ayatollah
Sayyid Ali Khamenei constitutes one of the most coherent and
methodologically sophisticated interpretive paradigms within contemporary
Shi‘i Qur'anic scholarship. Its originality lies not in abandoning the classical
exegetical tradition but in reconstructing that tradition within a
comprehensive intellectual framework capable of addressing the complex
realities of the modern world.

His methodology successfully integrates interpretation of the Qur'an by
the Qur'an, narrational evidence, rational inquiry, scientific reflection, and
carefully regulated allusive interpretation into a unified epistemological
system while maintaining firm methodological boundaries against subjective
interpretation (Zafsir bi al-ra’y). This balanced synthesis preserves both the
authenticity of the Islamic exegetical tradition and its capacity for
intellectual renewal.

Equally important is the multidimensional character of his interpretive
orientations. By integrating theological, jurisprudential, ethical, educational,
social, political, and literary perspectives, Ayatollah Khamenei presents the
Qur'an as a comprehensive guide to individual development, societal reform,
and civilizational advancement. His emphasis on the Qur'an's role in
promoting justice, strengthening Islamic unity, deriving principles for the
human sciences, and addressing contemporary challenges through the Qur'an
demonstrates a dynamic understanding of revelation as an enduring source
of guidance rather than a historical text confined to its original context.

In conclusion, the study argues that Ayatollah Khamenei's exegetical
framework possesses substantial theoretical and methodological potential for
advancing contemporary Qur'anic studies. Its integrative character provides a
valuable model for the development of specialized Qur'anic exegesis,
innovative interdisciplinary research, and scholarly inquiry capable of
engaging constructively with the intellectual and practical challenges
confronting the contemporary Muslim world. As such, his interpretive
project represents not only a continuation of the classical Shi‘i exegetical
tradition but also a significant contribution to the future development of
Qur'anic hermeneutics and contemporary Islamic thought.
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