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Statement of the Problem: Moral education is among the primary
obﬂectlves, of the Holy Qur'an and constitutes one of the fundamental
pillars of individual and social development. Despite Imam Khamenei’s
consistent emphasis on the role of Quranic teachings in spiritual
Egmﬁcahon and moral cultivation, no systematic study has yet identified
is approaches to moral education, documented their Qur'anic
foundations, and analyzed them within the framework of educational
psychology. This study seeks to answer the following question: What are
the principal Qur'anic approaches to moral education in Imam
Khamenei’s thought, and how may they be articulated within a coherent
analytical model?
Objective: This study aims to systematically identify and classify the
approaches to moral education grounded in Qur'anic teachings within
Imam Khamenei’s thought, to document their Qur'anic foundations, and
to propose an analytical model based on the cognitive, affective, and
behavioral-environmental dimensions of moral education.

Research Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach employing qualitative content ana%%lls. The data were collected

om the works and statements of Imam Khamenei, the Holy Qur'an,
authoritative Qur'anic commentaries, and other Islamic = sources.
Following systematic coding, the educational approaches were analyzed
and classified into three principal dimensions: cognitive, affective, and
behavioral-environmental.

Findings and Conclusion: The findings reveal that the approaches to
moral education in Imam Khamenei’s thought are structured around three
major dimensions: ootﬁ;mtlve approaches (strengthening knowledge of
Allah, understanding the teachings of the prophets, and recognizing the
temptations of Satan); affective a%;l)roaches (cultivating awareness of the
innate human disposition (Fitrah), the soul (Nafs), and Sﬁmtual purification
(Tazkiyah)); and behavioral-environmental approaches (supplication,
obedience to Allah, making effective use of the opportunities of youth,
sincere counsel, a sound educational environment, and the Islamic

overnment). The principal contribution of this study lies in presentm% a
three-dimensional analytical model, firmly grounded in the Holy Qur'an, for
examining these educational agproaches. In addition to its consistency with
established theories of moral development in educational psychology, the
procPosed model offers a practical framework for educational, pedagogical,
and cultural planning within an Islamic society
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Introduction (Statement of the Problem)

Moral education constitutes one of the fundamental pillars of individual
and social well-being and has long been among the foremost concerns of
human societies. The Holy Qur'an is the most complete source of divine
guidance and human education, possessing a unique capacity to explain and
analyze the psychological mechanisms underlying moral development.
Within this context, the thought of Imam Khamenei represents one of the
most significant contemporary intellectual frameworks, rich in both explicit
and implicit references to the cognitive, affective, and behavioral processes
that shape moral education on the basis of Qur'anic teachings. In his
Statement on the Second Phase of the Revolution, Imam Khamenei identifies
spirituality and morality as the guiding force behind all individual and
collective endeavors and presents Tazkiyah (spiritual purification) as the
principal means of strengthening moral values within society.

Despite the richness of his statements and their repeated emphasis on
Qur'anic foundations, no systematic study has yet extracted, classified, and
analyzed Imam Khamenei's approaches to moral education with particular
emphasis on their Qur'anic basis while providing a psychological
interpretation within a coherent analytical framework. This gap gives rise to
the central question of the present study: What are the principal Qur'anic
approaches to moral education in Imam Khamenei's thought, and how can
their coherence and effectiveness be explained through a psychological
model?

A review of the existing literature indicates that, although previous
studies have examined education and training from Imam Khamenei's
perspective, most lack a systematic Qur'anic methodology or fail to analyze
moral education as an independent subject through the direct extraction of
his statements and the documentation of each educational approach with
supporting Qur'anic evidence. Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the
following fundamental question: What are the principal approaches to
promoting moral education in Imam Khamenei's Qur'anic thought, and how
can they be interpreted within a three-dimensional psychological
framework?

Objective

In light of the profound influence of Imam Khamenei's Qur'anic thought
on the educational foundations of Islamic society and the need to benefit
from this valuable intellectual legacy in promoting moral culture, the
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primary objective of this study is to provide a systematic interpretation of the
approaches to strengthening moral education based on Qur'anic teachings
from Imam Khamenei's perspective.

Its subsidiary objectives are to extract and classify the approaches to
moral education from his statements using qualitative content analysis; to
document the Qur'anic foundation of each approach through reference to the
relevant verses; to analyze these approaches psychologically within a three-
dimensional framework comprising the cognitive, affective, and behavioral-
environmental dimensions, consistent with the dimensions of human
existence and contemporary theories of moral development; and, finally, to
propose a practical model for educators, educational planners, and families.

As part of the broader mission of Jihad al-Tabyin (the Jihad of
clarification) and introducing the Qur'anic dimensions of the Leader's
intellectual personality, this study also seeks to contribute to the moral
development of individuals and society and to the advancement of moral and
social culture. It is evident that unless these approaches are systematically
identified and analyzed, their comprehensive application across diverse
educational settings will remain limited, while superficial or fragmented
readings of Imam Khamenei's statements may diminish the practical value of
this rich intellectual legacy.

Research Methodology

In terms of its objective, this research is both fundamental and applied,
while its method of data collection is library-based and documentary. The
data were gathered through a comprehensive examination of Imam
Khamenei's published works, statements, and speeches, with particular
attention to the themes of education, morality, Tazkiyah (spiritual
purification), moral development, and related keywords available on the
official Khamenei.ir website.

To establish the Qur'anic foundations of the identified educational
approaches, the study also consulted the Holy Qur'an, authoritative Qur'anic
commentaries, and primary Islamic sources (Hadith). For the psychological
analysis, contemporary scholarly works on moral development psychology
and educational sciences were employed.

The data were analyzed using a descriptive-analytical approach combined
with qualitative content analysis employing an inductive method. Initially,
all statements relevant to the research topic were identified. The units of
analysis—including sentences and passages containing educational
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approaches, recommendations, or emphases—were extracted and subjected
to initial coding. Subsequently, similar codes were organized according to
the mechanisms through which they influence the educational process within
a three-dimensional conceptual framework comprising cognitive, affective,
and behavioral-environmental dimensions. Grounded in the fundamental
dimensions of human personality and compatible with major theories of
moral development, this framework enabled an in-depth content analysis that
clarified the internal coherence, Qur'anic foundations, and psychological
implications of each educational approach. The adopted methodology also
facilitates interdisciplinary dialogue with contemporary theories of moral
development psychology.

Findings and Conclusion

The findings reveal that, drawing directly upon the Holy Qur'an, Imam
Khamenei presents a coherent and balanced framework for moral education
that may be classified into three principal categories.

The cognitive approaches include cultivating awareness of the teachings
of the prophets (based on Qur'an 3:164 and the Prophetic tradition, "/ was
sent only to perfect noble moral character”), directing the learner toward
Allah (based on Qur'an 2:152); and fostering awareness of Satan's deception
(based on Qur'an 38:82 and the concepts of al-ghayy and al-ighwa’).

The affective approaches include directing the learner's attention to the
commanding self (al-nafs al-ammdarah) (based on Qur'an 12:53 and the
tradition concerning the greater jihad), and nurturing the innate divine
disposition (Fitrah) in the educational process (based on Qur'an 30:30).

The behavioral-environmental approaches include giving priority to
moral education over all other educational dimensions (based on Qur'an
62:2, where purification precedes instruction); making effective use of
supplication (based on Qur'an 35:15 and 40:60); obedience to Allah's
commands (based on Qur'an 3:132); benefiting from the opportunities of
youth (based on Letter 31 of Nahj al-Balaghah and the Prophetic tradition);
benefiting from sincere counsel (based on numerous Qur'anic verses and a
narration recorded by al-Kulayni); utilizing supportive educational
environments (based on Qur'an 110:1-2, 57:25, and the Prophetic tradition
concerning the influence of one's environment); and benefiting from the
blessing of Islamic governance (based on Qur'an 28:4).

The principal contribution of this study lies in its systematic extraction of
these educational approaches directly from Imam Khamenei's statements, the



55 Dimensions of Moral ...| Sayyid Muhammad Alavizadeh and Akram al-Sadat Sayyidl

explicit documentation of the Qur'anic foundation of each approach, and
their subsequent psychological analysis within an integrated three-
dimensional framework encompassing the cognitive (knowledge and
insight), affective (inner dispositions and emotional attachment), and
behavioral-environmental ~ (conduct and environmental conditions)
dimensions.

Beyond its close correspondence with the multidimensional nature of
human existence, this framework is also consistent with major theories of
moral development in psychology, including the cognitive-developmental
theories of Jean Piaget and Lawrence Kohlberg, Sigmund Freud's
psychoanalytic theory, and Albert Bandura's social learning theory. It
therefore provides a more profound analytical understanding of moral
education while offering practical models of considerable value for
educators, curriculum planners, and families.

The study concludes that the proposed three-dimensional model not only
provides a more coherent understanding of the Qur'anic foundations of moral
education in Imam Khamenei's thought but also offers an indigenous, well-
documented, and practically applicable framework for educational
practitioners. Such a model has the potential to contribute meaningfully to
the realization of a morally grounded Islamic society.

One limitation of the study is its exclusive reliance on Imam Khamenei's
published statements without empirically evaluating the effectiveness of the
proposed educational approaches in real-world educational settings.
Accordingly, future research is recommended to develop practical
educational models based on these approaches for specific target groups—
such as adolescents or educational administrators—and to evaluate their
effectiveness empirically across diverse educational contexts, including the

family, school, and university.
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