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Statement of the Problem: Confronting arrogant hegemony and
opposing oppression constitute central themes of the Holy Qur'an
and foundational principles of the discourse of the Iranian Islamic
Revolution. These concepts occupy a prominent place in the
thought and statements of Imam Khomeini and Imam Khamenei,
who regard them as essential intellectual and political foundations
for building an Islamic society and safeguarding its independence.
Despite the significance of this subject, there remains a need for a
Qur'an-based study that elucidates its theoretical dimensions and
practical approaches as manifested in the revolutionary discourse
of the leaders of the Islamic Revolution .

Objective: This study seeks to elucidate the Qur'anic concept of
arrogant hegemony, examine the methods prescribed by the Qur'an
for confronting and resisting it, analyze the reflection of this
Qur'anic vision in the revolutionary discourse of Imam Khomeini
and Imam Khamenei, and demonstrate its role in shaping the
intellectual and political strategies of the Islamic Revolution .

Research Methodology: The study employs a descriptive-
analytical approach through an examination of Qur'anic verses
related to arrogant hegemony and its confrontation, together with
an analysis of the statements and speeches of Imam Khomeini and
Imam Khamenei. It further identifies the principles and practical
approaches they adopted in confronting the forces of domination
and global arrogant hegemony .

Findings and Conclusion: The findings indicate that opposing
arrogant hegemony is a Qur'anic principle and a fundamental norm
underlying the divine messages. The Holy Qur'an presents a
comprehensive set of approaches for confronting the forces of
domination, most notab{)y adherence to Tawhid (Divine Unity),
strengthening awareness and insight, fostering unity among
believers, relying on indiﬁenous capabilities, and resisting
oppression and domination. The study further demonstrates that the
revolutionary discourse of Imam Khomeini and Imam Khamenei is
firmly rooted in these Qur'anic foundations and provides a practical
model for confronting arrogant hegemony at the intellectual,
cultural, political, an socia% levels. This model contributes to
preserving the independence of the Muslim Ummah and
strengthening its capacity to confront contemporary challenges.
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Introduction (Statement of the Problem)

Opposing arrogant hegemony is one of the central concepts of the Holy
Qur'an, intrinsically linked to the mission of the prophets in confronting
oppression and tyranny. It also constitutes one of the principal intellectual
and political foundations of the discourse of the contemporary Islamic
Revolution. This concept occupies a prominent place in the statements of
Imam Khomeini and Imam Khamenei, both of whom present it as a
governing Qur'anic principle for building an Islamic society and
safeguarding 1its political, cultural, and civilizational independence.
Nevertheless, although numerous previous studies have addressed this
subject from political, historical, or intellectual perspectives, the systematic
relationship between the Qur'anic foundations of opposing arrogant
hegemony and the practical applications articulated in the revolutionary
discourse remains insufficiently examined and requires further scholarly

analysis and theoretical elaboration.

Against this backdrop, the present study seeks to answer several
fundamental questions: How does the Holy Qur'an define arrogant
hegemony? What are its principal manifestations and characteristics? What
approaches does the Qur'an prescribe for confronting it? To what extent have
these approaches been embodied in the revolutionary discourse of Imam
Khomeini and Imam Khamenei? The study also examines the relationship
between the enduring principles of the Qur'an and the political vision
adopted by the leaders of the Islamic Revolution in confronting global
domination. It further demonstrates that opposing arrogant hegemony is not
merely a temporary political position but rather an extension of the Qur'anic
tradition and its civilizational mission of establishing justice and

safeguarding human dignity.

Research Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach by examining the
Qur'anic verses concerning the concept of arrogant hegemony and analyzing
their linguistic and exegetical dimensions. It further analyzes the relevant
statements and speeches of Imam Khomeini and Imam Khamenei to identify
the principles and approaches they employed in explaining the nature of
global arrogant hegemony and the means of confronting it. In addition, the
study draws upon relevant exegetical, hadith, and intellectual sources,
linking Qur'anic concepts with their practical applications in the
revolutionary discourse. This approach aims to develop a comprehensive
understanding of the Qur'anic foundations of this discourse while elucidating



141 Opposition to Arrogant Hegemony and Qur anic Strategies for Confronting ...| Vahid Najafzadeh

its intellectual, social, and political dimensions, with particular emphasis on
the analysis of overarching concepts rather than extensive discussion of

detailed textual evidence or historical incidents.

Findings

The findings demonstrate that arrogant hegemony in the Holy Qur'an is not
merely an individual moral disposition but a comprehensive project founded
upon domination, supremacy, hostility toward the truth, and the subjugation of
peoples. The concept encompasses all powers that practice oppression, pursue
supremacy, and seek to impose their will upon others. The study further
reveals that the Holy Qur'an presents a comprehensive framework for
confronting this project, beginning with the formation of a conscious and
faithful individual before emphasizing the material means of resistance.

The findings further indicate that the principal Qur'anic approaches to
confronting arrogant hegemony include establishing Tawhid (Divine Unity)
as the foundation of liberation from every form of servitude to anything
other than Allah; cultivating insight and awareness regarding the true nature
of the enemy and its methods; rejecting heedlessness and resisting
psychological warfare and media propaganda; fostering unity among
believers; relying upon indigenous capabilities; maintaining confidence in
Allah's promise; and rejecting every form of dependence that enables

arrogant powers to dominate the Muslim Ummah.

The study also demonstrates that the revolutionary discourse of Imam
Khomeini and Imam Khamenei does not present these principles merely as
abstract theoretical concepts; rather, it transforms them into a practical
framework for governing society and the state. Qur'anic concepts are
employed to explain the nature of the struggle against the forces of
domination, exposing their methods of intimidation, sanctions, media
manipulation, and psychological warfare, while emphasizing steadfastness,
resilience, and resistance to deception through displays of power,

inducements, or political pressure.

Furthermore, the study shows that the concept of "knowing the enemy"
occupies a central place within this discourse, as it is regarded as an essential
prerequisite for safeguarding society against intellectual, political, and
cultural infiltration. Conversely, ignorance of the true nature of arrogant
hegemony is identified as one of the principal causes of weakness and
deviation. The findings likewise confirm that the rejection of foreign
domination in Islamic thought is firmly rooted in both Qur'anic and juristic
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principles, foremost among them the legal maxim of Nafy al-Sabil (the
negation of any legitimate avenue of domination by non-Muslims over
Muslims), which establishes the principle of the Ummah's independence and
rejects every form of subjugation to arrogant powers.

Another significant finding is that the study highlights the universal
character of the principle of opposing arrogant hegemony. Rather than being
confined to a particular society or state, it is presented as a universal
humanitarian project aimed at defending the oppressed and establishing
justice. This universal orientation is reflected in the global discourse of the
Islamic Revolution, which extends beyond local concerns to embrace the

causes of oppressed peoples throughout the world.

Conclusion

The study concludes that opposing arrogant hegemony constitutes an
authentic Qur'anic principle and an enduring norm throughout the history of the
divine messages. The Holy Qur'an not only explains the nature of arrogant
hegemony but also presents a comprehensive framework for confronting it at the
doctrinal, intellectual, cultural, political, and social levels. The study further
establishes that the revolutionary discourse of Imam Khomeini and Imam
Khamenei is directly grounded in this Qur'anic framework and offers its
practical application in the contemporary world through cultivating informed
and conscientious individuals, consolidating independence, promoting a culture

of resistance, and rejecting submission to domination.

The study further demonstrates that its principal scholarly contribution
lies in integrating Qur'anic analysis with revolutionary discourse within a
unified methodological framework. This integration shows that many of the
political principles advanced by the leaders of the Islamic Revolution are not
merely context-dependent judgments but are firmly rooted in enduring
Qur'anic foundations. Accordingly, a proper understanding of the Islamic
Revolutionary discourse on confronting arrogant hegemony requires an
examination of its Qur'anic foundations, which constitute the governing
intellectual reference for its positions and strategies. This perspective
endows the discourse with a civilizational dimension that transcends
immediate political concerns, presenting it as a reformative project grounded
in Qur'anic guidance for confronting oppression and domination and
establishing justice among nations.
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