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Statement of the Problem: This article secks to examine Imam
Khamenei’s citation of Qur'anic verses in his political discourse
and to elucidate the various dimensions of this practice. It does so
by addressing several key questions: Why does His Eminence
invoke Qur'anic verses in his political discourse? What objectives
does he seck to achieve through these citations? What political
implications and outcomes do they produce? From which political
ideology do they originate, and for which political ideology do they
lay the foundation? Through these questions, the study explores
both the depth and the broader implications of Qur'anic citation in
Imam Khamenei's political discourse.

Research Methodology: The study employs descriptive-analytical
and inductive methods by systematically surveying and analyzing
Imam Khamenei’s political speeches in order to identify the
intellectual and political dimensions underlying his citation of
Qur'anic verses.

Findings: The findings indicate that the citation of the Holy Qur'an
in Imam Khamenei’s political discourse reflects a deeply rooted
political vision derived from the Noble Book of Allah. This vision
arises from a profound sense of responsibility and divine obligation
before Allah Almighty and is founded upon the belief in the
government of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his
reappearance) and the inseparability of religion and politics.
Furthermore, this approach seeks to establish a distinctly Qur'anic
political methodology, consolidate the foundations of the Islamic
Republic and the Islamic Revolution, and deepen the political
methodology of those statesmen and political leaders who follow
his approach.
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Introduction (Statement of the Problem)

The political discourse of Imam Khamenei represents one of the most
prominent contemporary models distinguished by its extensive integration of
Qur'anic verses into the discussion of political, intellectual, and social issues.
This integration extends far beyond rhetorical embellishment or moral
exhortation; rather, it constitutes a defining feature of his political vision and
the formulation of his positions on a wide range of domestic and
international affairs. Against this backdrop, the present study seeks to
uncover the intellectual and doctrinal foundations underlying Imam
Khamenei’s frequent citation of the Holy Qur'an in his political speeches; to
clarify the objectives he seeks to achieve through these citations, and to
examine their contribution to the development of Islamic political thought
and the consolidation of the foundations of the Islamic Republic.

The study addresses several fundamental questions: Why does the Holy
Qur'an occupy such a central position in Imam Khamenei’s political
discourse? What doctrinal principles motivate his extensive use of Qur'anic
verses in addressing political issues? What intellectual and political
objectives does he seek to achieve? And how does this approach contribute
to the formulation of a comprehensive Islamic political vision? The study
proceeds from the hypothesis that Imam Khamenei’s citation of the Holy
Qur'an constitutes an integral component of a coherent intellectual and
political project that recognizes the Qur'an as the supreme authority for
governance, politics, and the administration of society.

Research Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, complemented by an
inductive method to identify and examine the instances in which Imam
Khamenei cites Qur'anic verses throughout his political speeches and to
analyze their content. It also investigates the distinctive characteristics of his
political discourse, the doctrinal and intellectual foundations from which
these Qur'anic citations arise, and the objectives and implications of this
approach for the development of Islamic political thought. This is
accomplished by correlating the Qur'anic passages cited by Imam Khamenei
with the political concepts that he advances in his speeches.
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Findings

The findings demonstrate that Imam Khamenei’s political leadership and
his extensive experience in guiding the Islamic Revolution and confronting
both domestic and international challenges have contributed to the
development of a distinctive political discourse characterized by several
defining features, including political insight, comparative politics, divine
politics, religious popular sovereignty, the centrality of values, and sustained
emphasis on the spiritual and ethical dimensions of political activity.

The study further reveals that Imam Khamenei’s frequent citation of the
Holy Qur'an is rooted in firmly established doctrinal principles, foremost
among them a profound sense of divine responsibility and religious
obligation. He regards political activity as a sacred trust and a responsibility
before Allah Almighty prior to being a responsibility before the people. This
perspective explains his frequent invocation of Qur'anic verses concerning
trust, justice, duty, and accountability.

The findings also indicate that belief in the government of Imam al-
Mahdi (may Allah hasten his noble reappearance) constitutes one of the
principal intellectual motivations behind these Qur'anic citations. Imam
Khamenei maintains that the Islamic state serves as a preparation for the
establishment of the government of divine justice and that implementing the
teachings of the Holy Qur'an while preparing society to embrace divine
sovereignty constitutes an essential component of this civilizational project.

The study further demonstrates that belief in the inseparability of religion
and politics is among the most fundamental principles underpinning Imam
Khamenei’s political discourse. He consistently argues that the Holy Qur'an
does not merely address matters of worship but also encompasses
governance, authority, justice, political relations, war, and peace.
Accordingly, the separation of religion from politics is regarded as
incompatible with the teachings of the Holy Qur'an and the practice of the
prophets.

The findings further show that Imam Khamenei employs Qur'anic
citations to achieve a number of long-term strategic objectives, foremost
among them the establishment of a comprehensive Qur'anic political
methodology that recognizes the Holy Qur'an as the primary source of
legislation, political thought, and social governance, while affirming that
laws and public policies must remain consistent with Qur'anic principles.
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The study also demonstrates that this approach contributes to the
establishment of a Qur'anic political ethic founded upon truthfulness, piety,
patience, humility, the rejection of arrogance, and the avoidance of
unfounded suspicion, thereby making moral values an inseparable
component of political practice. It likewise seeks to cultivate a Qur'anic
political culture in which the Holy Qur'an serves as the principal reference
for political thought and decision-making.

The findings further indicate that, through his Qur'anic citations, Imam
Khamenei identifies several common foundations for Islamic political
action, foremost among them the centrality of the Holy Qur'an, Islamic unity,
disavowal of the forces of arrogant hegemony—particularly the United
States and Israel—the implementation of Islamic law across all spheres of
governance and public administration, and support for Palestine and Al-Agsa
Mosque as central causes of the Muslim Ummah.

The study also reveals that the consistent association of the Islamic
Republic with the Holy Qur'an is intended to reinforce its legitimacy, confer
upon it a civilizational and universal dimension, and present it as a political
model grounded in divine revelation, thereby ensuring its continuity and
expanding its influence throughout the Islamic world.

Furthermore, the findings demonstrate that the repeated citation of the
Holy Qur'an fulfills an important educational and cultural function by
disseminating Qur'anic knowledge among government officials and
policymakers, strengthening the spiritual and ethical dimensions of public
administration, and transmitting Qur'anic culture to society through the
political elite.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Imam Khamenei’s citation of the Holy Qur'an in
his political discourse is not merely a rhetorical or stylistic feature but rather
an expression of a comprehensive intellectual and political vision that
regards the Holy Qur'an as the supreme authority for governance and
political life. The principal intellectual foundations of this approach are a
profound sense of divine obligation, belief in the government of Imam al-
Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance), and the conviction that religion
and politics are inseparable.

The study further concludes that the primary objective of these Qur'anic
citations is to establish a comprehensive Qur'anic political methodology
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founded upon the centrality of the Holy Qur'an, Islamic unity, disavowal of
the forces of arrogant hegemony, implementation of Islamic law, and support
for Palestine and the Islamic holy sites. This approach has contributed to
strengthening Qur'anic literacy among political leaders, consolidating
political ethics, reinforcing the legitimacy of the Islamic Republic, and
presenting a contemporary model of Islamic political thought rooted in
divine revelation while harmonizing religious authenticity with the practical
demands of political governance.
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