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Statement of the Problem: This study critically examines the
intended meaning of the Qur'anic verse: "Vicious women are for
vicious men, and vicious men for vicious women. Good women are
for good men, and good men for good women" (Qur'an 24:26), in
light of the divergent interpretations advanced by the Companions,
the Successors (i‘e'lbi‘ﬁn), and Qur'anic exegetes. Their opinions
differ regarding the referents of the terms al-Khabithat (the impure)
and al-Tayyibat (the pure). One group interprets them as referring
to.s(g)eech, other limits them to evil and righteous deeds, while a
third group understands them to denote women and men. This latter
interpretation, transmitted from Imams Muhammad al-Baqir and
Ja'far al-Sadiq (peace be upon them), relates the verse to marital
life and the selection of spouses.

Research Methodology: The study employs a critical-analytical
approach by surveying the exegetical O}EIHIQHS transmitted from the

ompanions, the ~ Successors (Tabi'tn), and Qur'anic
commentators, critically examining their evidential bases, and
comparing them with the narrations transmitted from the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them) in order to identify the most cogent

interpretation of the verse within its Qur'anic context.

Findings: The study demonstrates that the exegetical opinions
concerning the verse may be classified into three principal
interpretive approaches: 1nter%ret1ng al-Khabith (the impure) and
al-Tayyib (the pure) as speech, as deeds, or as persons—namely,
women and men. The study concludes in favor of the third
interpretation, which is supported by the narrations transmitted
from Imams Muhammad al-Baqir and Ja‘far al-Sadiq (peace be
upon them). According to this interpretation, the verse concerns the
suitability of righteous men for righteous women and impure men
for impure women in marital life. It is further connected with the
meaning of the verse: "The fornicator will not marry anyone but a
fornicatress or an idolatress" (Qur'an 24:3), thereby affirming the
innocence of the righteous from impurity and its adherents, while
highlighting the ethical and legislative dimensions of the verse in
regulating marital relationships
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Introduction (Statement of the Problem)

This study presents a critical examination of the interpretation of the
Qur'anic verse: "Vicious women are for vicious men, and vicious men for
vicious women. Good women are for good men, and good men for good
women" (Qur'an 24:26). This verse has long been the subject of extensive
exegetical debate, with commentators adopting divergent approaches to
determining the intended meanings of the concepts of al-Khabith (the
impure) and al-Tayyib (the pure). This disagreement stems from the multiple
lexical and technical meanings of these two concepts, as well as differing
understandings of the context of the verses relating to the Incident of the
Slander (Hadith al-Ifk). Consequently, exegetes have advanced three
principal interpretations: some maintain that the verse refers to words, others
to deeds, while a third group interprets it as referring to men and women.

The study proceeds from the observation that many of these
interpretations rely on Mawgiif reports or exegetical judgments that are not
free from internal inconsistencies. This calls for a fresh examination of the
verse in light of its broader Qur'anic context through an analysis of its lexical
and technical meanings and a critical evaluation of the evidence advanced in
support of each exegetical position.

The study seeks to identify the interpretation that most accurately reflects
the intended meaning of the verse, clarify the relationship between the
concepts of purity and impurity in marital life, determine whether the verse
primarily concerns worldly life or the Hereafter, and critically assess the
dominant exegetical opinion, ultimately arriving at an interpretation that is
consistent with the Qur'anic context and addresses the difficulties associated
with earlier interpretations.

Research Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and critical methodology,
drawing upon linguistic, exegetical, hadith, and juristic sources. It examines
the usage of the concepts of al-Khabith and al-Tayyib in both the Arabic
language and the Qur'an before analyzing the interpretations transmitted
from the Companions, the Successors (7abi in), and the major Sunni and
Shi‘i exegetical traditions. Their evidences are evaluated through an
examination of the chains of transmission, an analysis of the Qur'anic
context, and a comparative assessment of the various interpretations.

The study also employs the comparative method in evaluating these
exegetical approaches, drawing upon established principles of preference
(Tarjih), particularly consideration of the contextual flow of the verses, the
semantic implications of the Qur'anic vocabulary, and the extent to which
each interpretation accords with historical reality and the Qur'anic divine
laws (Sunan).
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Findings

The study arrives at several significant findings.

First, it demonstrates that the term al-Khabith in Arabic denotes
everything regarded as repugnant or objectionable, whether physically or
morally, whereas al-Tayyib denotes everything that is pleasing to the soul
and agreeable to the senses. The precise meaning of each term depends upon
the object it describes; consequently, neither term is restricted exclusively to
persons, speech, or actions.

Second, the study shows that Islamic jurisprudence has not established a
comprehensive criterion for defining the concept of al-Khabith, as
acknowledged by a number of leading jurists. Consequently, reliance upon
juristic usage alone is insufficient for interpreting the verse.

Third, the study establishes that the interpretations transmitted from the
Companions and the Successors fall into three principal exegetical
approaches:

e interpreting al-Khabith and al-Tayyib as words and speech;

e interpreting them as righteous and evil deeds; and
e interpreting them as men and women.

The study critically evaluates these approaches and demonstrates that
most of the narrations cited in support of them are either Mawgqgif or Mursal,
lacking authentic chains of transmission to the Prophet (PBUHH) or the
Infallible Imams (peace be upon them). Moreover, the evident contradictions
among these narrations substantially weaken their authority as decisive
evidence for interpreting the verse.

Fourth, the study examines the evidence advanced by those who interpret
the verse as referring to words. It acknowledges the strength of this
interpretation in light of the context of the Incident of the Slander and its
connection with the divine statement, “These are absolved of what they say
[about them]” (Qur'an 24:26). Nevertheless, the study raises several
objections, foremost among them that good words may at times be uttered by
unrighteous individuals, while righteous individuals may occasionally utter
inappropriate words. Consequently, the absolute correspondence required by
this interpretation cannot be sustained.

Fifth, the study critically examines the widely held interpretation that the
verse concerns men and women. It reviews its supporting evidence,
including the correspondence between the expressions used in the verse and
the narrations transmitted from the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them).
However, it argues that interpreting the verse as establishing a universal
worldly principle whereby every righteous man is paired with a righteous
woman is inconsistent with both the Qur'anic narrative and historical reality.
The Qur'an itself mentions the unrighteous wives of the Prophets Noah and
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Lot while presenting Pharaoh's wife as an exemplar of faith despite her
husband's corruption. Furthermore, social reality demonstrates that divorce
and marital incompatibility do occur.

Sixth, the study concludes in favour of an alternative interpretation that
understands the verse as referring to recompense in the Hereafter rather than
to marital relationships in this worldly life. It argues that the preceding and
following verses indicate that the passage concerns the Day of Judgment,
when Allah will gather the pure with the pure in Paradise and the impure
with the impure in Hell, manifest the innocence of those who were falsely
accused, and reward them with forgiveness and a noble provision.

According to the study, this interpretation accords more closely with the
continuous flow of the passage, beginning with the statement, “there shall
be a great punishment for them,” continuing with the testimony of the bodily
limbs on the Day of Judgment, and concluding with the declaration, “For
them is forgiveness and a noble provision.” Accordingly, the verse is best
understood as describing the ultimate destiny of human beings in the
Hereafter rather than establishing an absolute social principle governing
marital life.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the interpretation of the verse, “Vicious women
are for vicious men...”, should proceed from the unity of its Qur'anic context
before reliance is placed upon the various transmitted reports or conflicting
exegetical opinions. It further establishes that the concepts of al-7Tayyib and
al-Khabith possess broad semantic ranges and should not be confined to a
single meaning without clear contextual evidence.

The study also demonstrates that the narrations concerning the
interpretation of the verse are, by themselves, insufficient to establish the
superiority of any particular interpretation because of the weakness of many
of their chains of transmission and the contradictions among their contents.
Consequently, the Qur'anic context remains the primary criterion for
determining the preferred interpretation.

Finally, the study concludes that the interpretation most consistent with
the apparent meaning of the verses is that they describe the ultimate
recompense in the Hereafter, where the pure will be gathered with the pure
and the impure with the impure, the innocence of the believers against the
false accusations directed at them will be made manifest, and they will
receive Allah's forgiveness and His noble provision. Thus, the verse presents
a comprehensive theological and eschatological vision that extends beyond
merely prescribing principles governing marital life in this world.
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