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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: The interpretation and exegesis (tafsir and ta’wil) of Qur’anic verses
Research Article have long been practiced in Muslim societies, with a history as old
as the Qur’an itself. Islamic ethics, as a form of religious ethics, is a
significant subject from both philosophical and theological
standpoints. Qur’anic ethical discussions have been sporadically
Avrticle history: interpreted by great exegetes and Islamic scholars, and books titled
Received: “Ethics in the Qur’an” have been authored using a thematic
17 February 2025 interpretation (al-tafsir al-mawdu’i) approach to collectively address

these issues. Ethical matters have always been of paramount

Received in revised: importance, particularly as the agents and motivations for corruption
20 September 2025 and deviation are more prevalent in our modern era than ever before.
Accepted: Our age is one of amplified scales, where what was once done on a

limited basis now occurs limitlessly and tangibly. Moral corruption

20 September 2025 has expanded widely, breaking down all boundaries. In such
Available online: conditions, attention to ethical issues seems more necessary and
22 September 2025 crucial than at any other time. This research, through a descriptive-

analytical methodology and reliance on various library sources,
including the exegeses of Allamah Tabataba’i and Imam Fakhr al-
Din al-Razi, endeavors to articulate and examine the foundations and
Keywords: methods of moral education in the Holy Qur’an. The most significant
finding of this study is that both Allamah Tabataba’i and Fakhr al-
Razi consider faith (Iman) as the foundation of moral education, yet
they approach it from two different perspectives: Allamah focuses
on what faith does (its functional and practical role), while al-Razi
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Mo_ral Educatior_l, - is more concerned with what faith is and how it can be proven and
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Imam Fakhr al-Razi two viewpoints are complementary, beautifully illuminating the

diverse dimensions of moral education in the Qur’an.
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Statement of the Problem:
The foundations of moral education refer to the establishment of

principles and values that define the position, capacities, and limits of
human beings within the framework of their ethical upbringing, intending
to develop their latent talents and instill virtues and commendable traits
according to a specific intellectual approach that shapes the nature of the
educational methods employed. In other words, the foundations of moral
education concern the presentation of value-based principles, the
determination of the human being’s status, potential, and limitations within
the context of ethical upbringing, aiming at the cultivation of latent
abilities and the instillation of virtuous qualities according to a particular
intellectual school, which in turn defines the nature of that school’s
educational methods. Moral education seeks to transform the innate ethical
capacities in human beings from a state of inhibition to action and
application. The methods of moral education are the procedures and
directives derived from these foundations to achieve the intended
educational objectives. Allamah al-Tabataba'1 assigns special importance
to ethical conduct (“adab ) in the realm of ethics and the moral society,
addressing in his exegesis al-Mizan the topic of the conduct of the Prophets
and clearly highlighting its manifestations. He identifies three main
effective methods in moral education: focusing on worldly goals, focusing
on the Hereafter’s goals, and the love of God. The Qur’an establishes
monotheism (Taw#hid) as the foundation of moral education and structures
its methods around it, wherein “servitude” and the resulting love of God
constitute the most essential pillars, as they derive from the principle of
intrinsic monotheism. Youth represent the true capital of any society, and
moral education is primarily directed toward them. This research employs
the descriptive-analytical method to clarify the relationships within the
Qur’anic verses and focuses on the views of Imam Fakhr al-Razi and
Allamah al-Tabataba’1. Given that the study concerns these two scholars,
some background information is provided: Allamah Muhammad Husayn
al-Tabataba’'1 (1903-1981) was a prominent Iranian Shi‘i philosopher,
exegete, jurist, and scholar, renowned for his famous exegesis al-Mizan
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and significant philosophical works. Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (11481210 CE)
was an Iranian Muslim philosopher, jurist, exegete, and writer from
Tabaristan. These two figures are considered among the most prominent
scholars and philosophers in the Islamic intellectual tradition.

Research Objective:

This study aims to explore the ethical orientations of Allamah al-
Tabataba’1 in his renowned exegesis al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an and of
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi in his work al-Tafsir al-Kabir, with a focus on
analyzing the ethical content of the Qur’anic verses in their interpretations,
which extensively address moral and educational principles. Ethical
orientations refer to the extent to which these two prominent scholars
emphasize the presentation of values and ethics in their commentary on
the Qur’anic text. Al-Tabataba'1 highlights ethical and religious principles
using an approach that integrates philosophy and jurisprudence, whereas
al-Razi adopts a rational and logical methodology, presenting multiple
viewpoints along with critical discussions of various sects and schools of
thought, focusing on intellectual and ethical issues. The study emphasizes
the role of these two exegeses in clarifying and analyzing the ethical
dimensions of the Qur’an, reflecting the depth of thought and perspective
each scholar brings to ethical values in Islam. By “ethical orientations,”
the study specifically refers to the examination of the extent to which
Allamah al-Tabataba’1 addresses ethical points within his discussions in
al-Mizan.

Research Methodology:

This study was conducted using the descriptive-analytical method, which
aims to interpret and understand the relevant relationships in the Qur’anic
verses, with a focus on analyzing the views of Imam Fakhr al-Razi and
Allamah al-Tabataba’1i. The methodology relies on accurately describing
the phenomenon and then analyzing it to reach clear conclusions. The
research seeks to highlight how these two scholars approach the verses
from an ethical and detailed perspective, reflecting their profound and
multifaceted understanding of the Qur’an.
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Results:

This study, which aimed to conduct a comparison of the foundations and
methods of moral education in the Qur’an with a focus on the
interpretations of the prominent scholars Allamah al-Tabataba'1 (al-
Mizan) and Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (al-Tafsir al-Kabir), reached
significant findings. Analysis of the interpretations of these two scholars
shows that, despite essential commonalities between them, they adopt two
distinct approaches in elucidating moral education, which complement
each other.

The central finding of this research is that “faith” constitutes the
cornerstone and fundamental pillar of moral education in both
perspectives. Both interpreters agree that without a firm belief in the
principle and the Hereafter, morality loses its foundation and intrinsic
motivation. However, their approaches to this pivotal concept differ:

Allamah al-Tabataba’i employs an existential approach in al-Mizan,
emphasizing the effect of faith, which he sees as generating “light,”
“insight,” and “spiritual life” within a person, thereby achieving an internal
transformation that naturally drives the believer toward goodness and
righteous action. His focus is on the practical and educational dimensions
of faith and its influence on human life.

Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, on the other hand, adopts a rational-
theological methodology, defining faith as a “cognitive proof” for the
heart. He considers “knowledge” as the tool for discerning between good
and evil, relying on conceptual and inferential analysis of faith and
focusing on its rational validation and comprehension. His analyses
concern understanding the nature of faith and how it can be epistemically
established.

This duality is reflected in the foundations of moral education: al-
Tabataba’1 regards “insight” as an internal power essential for correct
choice, while al-Razi views insight as “knowledge” and a tool for
discernment. Regarding belief in the unseen and eternal life, al-Tabataba'1
emphasizes the practical and internal effects, whereas al-Razi focuses on
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doctrinal and conceptual aspects.

Thus, their perspectives highlight two important dimensions of moral
education in the Qur’an: the transformative internal dimension (al-
Tabataba’1) and the rational-cognitive dimension (al-Razi), integrating
knowledge and reasoning ( ‘ilm) with observation and the inclination of the
heart (basirah) to form a comprehensive ethical system. Both scholars
agree that true moral education is closely linked to the integration of
correct knowledge, heartfelt conviction, and its manifestation in righteous
action.

This duality is consistently observed throughout their analyses of the
foundations of moral education. In the discussion of insight and
knowledge, al-Tabataba'1 considers “insight” an internal power and a
prerequisite for correct choice, whereas al-Razi presents it as “knowledge”
and a tool for discernment. Similarly, in explaining belief in the unseen
and eternal life, al-Tabataba'l emphasizes the practical transformation
resulting from these beliefs, while al-Razi focuses more on their doctrinal
and conceptual dimensions.

In conclusion, it can be stated that the perspectives of Allamah al-
Tabataba't and Imam Fakhr al-Razi illuminate two fundamental
dimensions of moral education in the Qur’an: the transformative internal
dimension (al-Tabataba'1) and the rational-cognitive dimension (al-Razi).
The integration of these perspectives provides a complete and
comprehensive view of an ethical-educational system, in which both
knowledge and reasoning (‘ilm) and observation and the inclination of the
heart (basirah) are essential for attaining human perfection. This research
demonstrates that, despite differences in their interpretive approaches,
both scholars concur that true moral education is contingent upon the
inseparable interconnection between correct knowledge (ilm), heartfelt
conviction (faith), and its manifestation in action (righteous deeds).
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