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It is evident that the aspect of rhetorical inimitability (i‘jaz balaghi)
is among the most important aspects cited by Muslim scholars in
their reasoning for the Qur’an’s miraculous nature. Accordingly, any
defect in the Qur’an’s rhetoric would strike at the very root of the
idea of inimitability, thereby undermining the proof of prophethood
and the claims of sacredness, infallibility, and the Qur’an’s absolute
authority. In this research, we aim to discuss the claim raised by
some contemporary researchers regarding the existence of problems
related to the Qur’an’s rhetorical aspect, in order to identify the
source of such alleged defects and the way to answer them, thus
dispelling the confusion that might arise in the minds of some upon
hearing such allegations. This critic, in his objection to the theory of
revelation and the divine origin of the Qur’an, has identified several
cases which he believes compromise its rhetoric, arguing that this
shows the absence of inimitability and, therefore, the Qur’an’s non-
divine origin. Using a methodology based on transmission,
comparison, and analysis, we examined these cases in detail and
found his claims to be invalid. Rhetoric does not necessarily entail
brevity; it may, in some contexts, require elaboration and extension
when the idea cannot be adequately conveyed concisely. Moreover,
rhetoric may call for the deliberate omission of rhetorical ornaments
(bayani or badi‘T) — as in the context of legal rulings — where such
embellishments would hinder the delivery of the intended meaning.
In addition, many of the objections raised stem from a lack of
reflection or failure to consult commentaries that have already
provided convincing answers.
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Abstract

The greatest miracle affirming the truth of the Islamic call and the
authenticity of the Muhammadan message is the Noble Qur’an, in addition
to the many other miracles of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his
family). This supreme miracle has multiple dimensions and aspects, the
most important of which is the rhetorical inimitability of the Qur’an.
Added to this are scientific inimitability, unseen inimitability, legislative
inimitability, and other types identified by scholars of Qur’anic studies in
later periods, such as numerical inimitability, chromatic inimitability,
musical inimitability, and others. The rhetorical inimitability of the Qur’an
consists of fundamental elements, the foremost being inimitability in
eloquence and rhetoric, in addition to the inimitability reflected in its
magnificent structure and sublime design, wherein lofty and precise
meanings are cast into flexible and fitting verbal forms to convey the
intended sense. Since the Noble Qur’an, in both wording and meaning, is
a divine composition, humankind has, from the time of its revelation until
the end of time, been incapable of matching it, or producing anything like
it, or even a single chapter akin to it—even if all humankind and jinn were
to unite in support of one another. As God Almighty said: “Say, ‘Should
all humans and jinn rally to bring the like of this Quran, they will not bring
its like, even if they assisted one another.”” (Qur’an 17:88). He also said:
“And if you are in doubt concerning what We have sent down to Our
servant, then bring a surah like it, and invoke your helpers besides Allah,
if you are truthful” (Qur’an 2:23).

Accordingly, the rhetorical inimitability of the Qur’an—together with
the other aspects of its rhetorical miracle—is among the most significant
elements employed by Muslim scholars in demonstrating the Qur’an’s
inimitability. Therefore, any flaw alleged in the Qur’an’s eloquence
constitutes a blow to the very concept of inimitability, thereby
undermining the proof of prophethood and the claims of sacredness,
infallibility, and the Qur’an’s absolute authority. Since early times,
skeptics have attempted to target this dimension of Qur’anic inimitability.
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Among these skeptics are certain modernists within Islam who have been
influenced by foreign thought and who claim to have found objections in
the Qur’an that conflict with its rhetorical inimitability. Some of these
modernists have gone so far in their skepticism of the Qur’an and of Islam
generally that they may rightly be categorized within the ranks of
contemporary atheism. Among these modernists (in the negative sense of
“modernity”) is one called Ahmad al-Qabbanji, who resides in Baghdad
and, through his dialogues and symposia, has cast doubt on many of the
fundamentals of Islam, including the Qur’an’s inimitability in its rhetorical
dimension. In this study, we seek to examine the claim put forward by the
aforementioned individual concerning the existence of objections related
to the Qur’an’s rhetorical aspect. We aim to identify the source of the error
in such objections and to show how they may be answered in order to
dispel the confusion that might arise in the minds of some when confronted
with such allegations. This individual has further claimed, in his critique
of the doctrine of revelation and of the Qur’an’s divine origin, that there
are several instances which, in his view, constitute deficiencies in
eloguence. He argues that this demonstrates the absence of inimitability,
and consequently, that the Qur’an cannot be attributed to God. By
employing a methodology grounded in transmission, comparison, and
analysis, we examined these instances thoroughly and found his claims to
be invalid. Eloquence does not necessarily require brevity; at times, it
requires elaboration and expansion, especially when brevity cannot convey
the idea adequately. Likewise, eloquence may necessitate the avoidance of
rhetorical ornaments and stylistic embellishments, particularly in contexts
where legal rulings are being presented, since in such cases their use would
hinder clarity. Furthermore, many of his objections stemmed either from a
lack of reflection or from failure to consult the exegetical works that have
already provided convincing and well-argued responses.

Among the results reached by this study—relying on a critical,
analytical, and evidentiary method, based on the interrogative approach to
determining the Qur’anic position through careful study of the verses—are
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the following:

A fair and objective critic who genuinely seeks the truth must first consult
the relevant sources before venturing to critique; otherwise, he risks falling
into unsound and unscientific conclusions unsupported by proof and
unacceptable to sound reason and proper taste. Moreover, critical thinking
requires deep reflection upon any objection one seeks to investigate in the
pursuit of truth. A prudent researcher, if he truly aims to attain the truth,
should avoid haste, superficial treatment, and the adoption of whatever
comes first to mind without rigorous scholarly consideration. Al-Qabbaniji,
in his assertion of the absence of eloquence in the Qur’anic discourse, and
thus—according to his misconception—that the Qur’an is not an eloquent
text and lacks rhetorical inimitability, has repeatedly maneuvered on the
claim that Qur’anic discourse is devoid of conciseness. He further takes
this as evidence of a lack of eloquence, arguing that eloquent texts are
those that employ conciseness as their rhetorical method. The study,
however, concluded that eloquence is not always found in brevity; rather,
it is the correspondence of speech to the requirements of context. At times,
context calls for conciseness, in which case the eloquent text will indeed
be concise. At other times, however, the proper explanation of a matter
and the provision of its full due require elaboration, detail, and
expansion—thus eloquence may equally lie in such exposition. Among the
scientific findings reached by this study is that eloquence does not always
reside in the use of rhetorical and stylistic embellishments or in the pursuit
of variety in expression. Certain topics require that eloquence be expressed
in a simple manner, exactly as they are, without metaphor, figurative
speech, allusion, rhyme, antithesis, paronomasia, or wordplay, since
employing any of these devices could hinder the proper communication of
the idea. A clear example of this is in the presentation of legal rulings,
where eloquence lies precisely in avoiding such embellishments.
Furthermore, the research demonstrated, based on sound evidentiary
reasoning, that all the Qur’anic verses under study were revealed in full
accordance with the requirements of eloquence. None of them is deficient;
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rather, they themselves serve as proof and testimony to the Qur’an’s
magnificent rhetorical excellence. This is elaborated particularly in
relation to Qur’an 104 (Sarat al-Humazah).
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