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Statement of the Problem:

Progressive governance is considered a modern and advanced approach
to managing Islamic societies, fundamentally grounded in the teachings of
the Holy Qur’an and the Noble Prophetic Sunnah. This approach
represents a serious attempt to reformulate the concept of development in
accordance with the objectives of Islamic law and its lofty values. The goal
of such governance is not merely to achieve simple economic growth, but
rather to encompass comprehensive and balanced development that
includes both material and spiritual dimensions, without neglecting the
human and moral aspects alongside economic and technological
prosperity. In this context, progressive governance diverges from
prevailing economic models that usually rely on abstract financial
indicators and conventional economic growth, emphasizing instead that
the human being is the center of all progress and the ultimate purpose of
development. Accordingly, this governance is concerned with achieving
social justice through the equitable distribution of wealth and
opportunities, safeguarding human dignity and fundamental rights, and
promoting the participation of individuals and communities in decision-
making. It also prioritizes moral growth that instills virtuous values as a
foundation for cohesion and stability. Despite the intellectual efforts of
many Islamic scholars and researchers who have endeavored to construct
integrated models of governance and development based on Islamic
principles, reality reveals a significant gap between these high theoretical
concepts and their practical application in contemporary Islamic societies.
These societies face complex challenges, including the inequitable
distribution of wealth that deepens class divisions and weakens social
justice, and the limited participation of citizens in public administration
and decision-making, which restricts the ability of societies to mobilize
internal capacities and achieve sustainable development. Moreover, the
absence of social cohesion constitutes a critical factor that negatively
affects the stability of Islamic societies. Mismanaged divisions and
conflicts weaken trust among members of society and reduce collective
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participation, which in turn undermines governance effectiveness and its
ability to address challenges efficiently. Alongside this, various
environmental problems emerge as a result of mismanagement or
unsustainable consumption of natural resources, threatening resource
stability for future generations and posing a direct challenge to the concept
of sustainable development emphasized by Islam. Therefore, the
significance of this research lies in deriving human development strategies
from the Qur’an and linking them to the principles of progressive
governance. These strategies provide a solid foundation for presenting a
practical, integrated, and balanced model capable of addressing the
complexities of reality and fulfilling the aspirations of Islamic societies for
comprehensive and sustainable development. Such a model will not be
limited to economic advancement alone, but will also entail building a
society in which human dignity is preserved, rights are safeguarded, broad
participation in decision-making is ensured, and sustainable moral growth
is achieved—enabling it to face renewed challenges with wisdom and
effectiveness.

Research Objective:

The present research aims to conduct a precise analysis and extract the
fundamental strategies of human development from the perspective of the
Holy Qur’an, aligning them with the principles of progressive governance.
The central question is: What are the essential strategies contained in the
Qur’an for human development, and how can they be presented within the
framework of a comprehensive Islamic model of progressive governance?
Through this, the study seeks to bridge the practical gap in applying
Islamic teachings for the development of sustainable and holistic
management.

Research Methodology:

This research employed a qualitative theoretical method with an
exegetical-analytical approach. Data were collected through the study of
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Qur’anic verses related to the subject, supported by authoritative
exegetical works, hadith, and jurisprudential sources, in addition to
reviewing contemporary studies in the fields of human development and
Islamic governance. The research also benefited from the insights of
experts in Qur’anic sciences, jurisprudence, Islamic economics, and social
sciences. A comparative analysis and critical content approach were used
to interpret and elucidate the relevant strategies.

Results and Conclusions:

The findings reveal that the Holy Qur’an provides a balanced and
comprehensive framework for governance and development, structuring
progress along three dimensions: material, moral, and spiritual. Within this
framework, eight principal strategies for human development can be
identified:

a. Justice-Centeredness: Ensuring equitable distribution of resources and
opportunities and creating equal chances for all individuals, forming the
firm foundation of Islamic governance and contributing to reducing social
disparities and strengthening cohesion.

b. Participation and Consultation (Skuara): Promoting the principle of
consultation and active participation of people in decision-making, thereby
enhancing governmental legitimacy and efficiency while reinforcing unity
and harmony.

c. Knowledge and Learning: Basing policies and decisions on scientific
knowledge and evidence, thereby increasing their effectiveness and
credibility.

d. Ethics: Commitment to moral values such as honesty, trustworthiness,
and justice, serving as the essential guarantee for sound governance and
the growth of a moral society.

e. Empowerment and Individual Growth: Providing opportunities and
suitable conditions for developing individual capacities and talents,
fostering productivity, self-confidence, and active participation in public
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f. Preservation of Human Dignity: Safeguarding the essential rights and
values of every human being without discrimination, as a fundamental
duty of governance in all spheres.

g. Intergenerational Justice and Sustainable Development: Protecting
resources and the environment to ensure the continuity of life and to
achieve a balance between economic development and environmental
preservation.

h. Strengthening Social Cohesion: Reinforcing social bonds, reducing
divisions and discrimination, and promoting a culture of respect and
tolerance within society.

Collectively, these strategies form an integrated model of progressive
governance in Islam aimed at establishing a dynamic, just, participatory,
knowledge-based, and ethical society that provides opportunities for
comprehensive growth for every individual. Implementing this model
requires strong political will, precise strategic planning, effective oversight
mechanisms, and conscious collective participation. The study highlights
that such a model can effectively address the challenges of the modern era
while preserving Islamic values, offering a roadmap for achieving
balanced and sustainable progress in Islamic societies, and laying the
foundation for a new Islamic civilization that elevates human development
as a central objective.
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