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Statement of the Problem:

The concepts of Haqq (truth) and Baril (falsehood) are among the
fundamental issues in the fields of religion, theology, ethics, law, and
politics, where long-standing conflicts between these two notions have
occurred in religious societies since ancient times. Individuals often regard
their own religion and beliefs as the truth, while considering their
opponents as falsehood. In the Qur’an, the word “a/-Batil” and the verses
related to it are addressed within the context of the relationship and
opposition between truth and falsehood and the destiny of nations. The
scholars have employed diverse methods to understand the meanings of
Qur’anic words: some paid attention to pre-Islamic linguistic meanings,
while others focused on meanings in early Islam and the Qur’an itself.
Among modern approaches is the concept of descriptive semantics, which
analyzes words according to the theory of Toshihiko Izutsu, the Japanese
orientalist deeply engaged in the study of language and Islamic
philosophy. lzutsu, who studied Islamic philosophy and taught at the
University of Tokyo, introduced the method of “semantic field analysis”
for the study of Qur’anic words, considering that each word has its own
semantic field that interacts with other words in the text, and that meaning
is divided into original and relative within the Qur’anic culture. Applying
this method to the word “al-Batil” in the Qur’an helps to achieve a deeper
understanding of its meanings, distinguishes it from the word Haqq (truth),
and thus contributes to a clearer understanding of Qur’anic texts. The
research also examines the relationship between “a/-Batil” and the words
adjacent to and opposed to it, with a focus on the Qur’anic context and its
interpretations, thereby providing an objective and documented
perspective of the concept and of the enduring human conflict surrounding
it. This approach combines linguistic and exegetical study in a systematic
and organized manner that aids in a more precise understanding of the
Qur’anic text. It is noteworthy that although Izutsu’s structural semantic
method is significant and innovative in studying fundamental concepts in
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the Qur’an, it has not yet been fully adopted in terms of the authority of
interpretation and the legitimacy of relying on the principles of classical
Qur’anic sciences. In fact, many of the results and discussions of this
article are based on the premise that if the validity and authority of this
method in the conceptual analysis of the Qur’an are accepted, then the
analytical achievements it provides may be regarded as a recognized
method in the field of Qur’anic exegesis.

Research Objective:

This study aims to conduct a precise analysis of the concept and term
“al-Batil” in the Qur’an using Izutsu’s semantic theory, which focuses on
the structural analysis of words and their relationships with philosophical
and theological concepts. This theory is regarded as an effective tool for
uncovering the deeper layers of meaning, as it relies on the study of co-
occurring, substitutive, and synonymous words in the Qur’anic text and its
various interpretations. Through this study, the goal is to present a
comprehensive and accurate meaning of the word “al-Batil” that reflects
the intention of the Speaker, namely God Almighty. The analysis is based
on the study of the contexts of the verses and the semantic associations of
the word within the Qur’anic system, thereby providing a profound and
integrated understanding that contributes to a clear interpretation of these
significant Qur’anic concepts, while affirming the importance of
employing a semantic method grounded in the study of linguistic
structures and philosophical themes in the sacred text.

Research Methodology:

The study is based on the descriptive-analytical method and relies on
numerous library sources closely related to the subject under discussion.
These concepts are repeatedly mentioned in the Qur’an; therefore, their
semantic examination can contribute to a better understanding of Qur’anic
verses and to distinguishing falsehood from truth, which helps to avoid
confusion and perplexity in human life. This study employs the method of
reference and focus from Izutsu’s semantic theory, and it addresses the
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verses containing the term “a/-Batil” in the Qur’an, taking into account
the authoritative Qur’anic exegeses. In fact, this approach—the analytical
method—is a type of thematic exegesis carried out through the method of
interpreting the Qur’an by the Qur’an. Accordingly, in this context, the
linguistic meaning of the word “al-Batil” will first be studied along with
all the verses that mention this word, and they will be classified based on
their usage. Then the relationship between this word and its co-occurring
and substitutive words will be clarified. Within this framework, the
substitutive and co-occurring words of “al-Batil” in the Qur’an will be
examined, and the most prominent characteristics of falsehood will be
identified.

Results:

The study of the concept of al-Baril within the semantic field of the
Qur’an, according to Izutsu’s views, in four steps—determining the
semantic field, the substitutional axis, the collocational axis, and the
semantic structure analysis based on these two axes—showed that the
word “al-Batil” and its derivatives occur 36 times in the Qur’an. It
signifies “everything that is against truth, lacking intrinsic stability, and
devoid of value from the divine perspective,” and it frequently appears in
contrast with “al-Hagq ” (truth).

On the substitutional axis, the words “al-Haqq” (truth), “al-Thubit”
(stability), “al-Sidg” (honesty), and “al-Salah” (righteousness) stand in
opposition to “al-Batil” (falsehood), “al-‘Adam” (nonexistence), “al-
Kadhb” (lying), and “al-Fasad” (corruption). On the collocational axis,
key expressions such as “min dinihi” (apart from Him), “la yakhlugiina
shay’an” (they create nothing), “ma yabda v wa ma yu id” (neither begins
nor repeats), and “habira al- ‘amal” (the work is rendered void) point to
the existential and practical dimensions of falsehood (al-Batil).

Existentially, al-Baril lacks intrinsic stability and depends upon God’s
creation. Functionally, it has no power of creation or guidance and
produces no positive effect. Temporally, it is unstable and destined to

{7



el Jhadic S9¢ 3 polaed! sl i1 Cilaf o
Al-Mustafa International University ‘
)4 2V Ciall e Sl el i ) ]

Egaally oAl paas

perish. Morally and practically, it causes corruption, destruction, and the
nullification of deeds.

Overall, al-Baril is unstable, devoid of truthfulness, fruitless, powerless,
and ineffectual; it has no proper beginning and no continuity, and in the
realm of faith and action it leads to ruin. This analysis provides a
comprehensive picture of the concept of falsehood and its opposition to
truth in the Qur’an. In other words, the study demonstrates the analysis of
the concept of al-Baril in the Qur’an from the perspective of Izutsu’s
Qur’anic semantics in four steps: determining the semantic field, the
substitutional axis, the collocational axis, and the semantic structure
analysis based on these two axes. This analysis offers an all-encompassing
view of the opposition between falsehood and truth in the Qur’an and
establishes a profound understanding of the concept of falsehood from
linguistic, existential, and ethical dimensions.
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